TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH 

PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

Minutes

Meeting Date:   June 17, 2011
Meeting Location:
Hilton Hobby Airport Hotel, Houston, Texas
· Meeting called to order at 12:35 by Jerry Mohn.  Thanked the luncheon sponsors, Callan Marine and Sullivan Land Services. Johnny and Billy Sullivan described the companies and services provided.
· Jerry Mohn introduced the Board of Directors and Corporate Sponsors and in attendance were Terri Goodman from Representative Larry Taylors office; Amanda Jensen from Senator Huffman’s office; Donna Coleman from Senator Mike Jackson’s office; Twila Lindblade from Congressman Ron Paul’s office; and, Sam Listi, City Council Member from South Padre. 
· Nominations:  This was the annual meeting and election of Directors.  The terms of seven Board Members were expiring and motion made by Andy Elms and seconded by Steve Gilbreath to approve another three year term for the expiring members. Motion carried and the following were elected to another three year term: 
· Counties:

Kleberg – Dick Messbarger, Executive Director of Greater Kingsville EDC
Calhoun – Rhonda Cummins, Texas Sea Grant Program

Matagorda – Haskell Simon, County Facilitator

Chamber – Lamont Meaux, President Seabreeze Corp

· At Large:

Stephen Gilbreath – Houston, LAN Engineering
Cameron Perry – Corpus Christi, HDR Engineering

· Inland Counties

Harris – Larry Wise, Moffat & Nichol

· Helen Young, GLO Deputy Commissioner, Coastal Resources discussed:   

· CEPRA (Coastal Erosion Response and Planning Act).  The Legislature appropriated $22.4 million for the next biennium, which included staff, beach monitoring, and expenses.  Rather than a project goal summary sheet to be filed by July 1, the GLO will accept a letter of intent that outlines the project desired, approximate cost and the match.  The GLO will screen all the applications and consider the best ones for a formal PGS.
· ERP (Erosion Response Plan):  All coastal counties must submit one to be eligible for CEPRA funding.  A draft is due July 1 and the final ERP is due December 31, 2011.  There are seven points required.  This would become part of the beach access plan.  The purpose of the ERP is to reduce expenditures for storm damages.

· CIAP (Coastal Impact Assistance Program): Program is now being transitioned over to U.S. Fish & Wildlife with deadline October 1, 2011.  U.S. Fish will start taking over July 17 and finalize by October.

· Severance Case: The Texas Supreme Court decision could affect projects in certain areas, primarily the west end of Galveston Island but as time goes on it could be broader.  The Justices heard arguments for and against the decision on April 19 and the Court can take up to two years whether or not to reverse the decision. 

· Texas Coastal Expo:  The GLO is sponsoring this event at Moody Gardens in Galveston on June 18.  Expect 6,000 people and more to attend.  All coastal related with families in mind. The Texas ASBPA Chapter will have a table.

· Gulf Coast Eco System Task Force:  Meeting being held at the Galveston Island Convention Center on June 27.  Purpose is to discuss the funds of $1 billion provided by BP for the oil spill last year that damaged several coastal areas.  Each Gulf Coast State, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, will receive up to $100 million to mitigate the damages caused by the oil spill.  The remaining funds will be handled by NOAA and NRDA for grants with approvals from BP.  To receive the funds, you need to show the damages and not to dream up projects.
· Trace Finley – GLO Deputy Commissioner, Policy and Governmental Affairs: CEPRA:  $22.4 million total with the House requesting only $12.5 million and the Senate prevailed with the final number.  Unfortunately a dedicated funding source never materialized. Stressed the need for the coastal communities, especially by regions, to approach the legislatures in off-session.  Need to educate the legislators on the economic impact to the Texas coast, jobs involved, tourism, etc.  The legislators want to hear solutions.   

· Otie Zapp – President Coastal Windstorm Insurance Coalition:  Windstorm insurance is a moving target.
· There is a bill in the House and Senate – HB3 and SB3.  HB3 passed but SB3 is hung up in committees.  Purpose of the Bills is mainly to limit the frivolous lawsuits that occurred with Hurricanes Dolly and Ike.  The real battle is between the Texas Trial Lawyers Asso (TTLA) and the Texans for Legal Reform (TLA), which the Governor favors.
·  A new bill was filed, SB44, which was authored by 20 senators and now assigned to a committee.  This bill abolishes TWIA (Texas Windstorm Insurance Association) and all insurance companies writing insurance in Texas must write windstorm insurance on the same percentage; i.e., if they write 10% of their business outside the coastal areas, then they must write 10% windstorm insurance in the coastal areas.  Although a great method, Otie doubts if this will pass because the insurance industry will fight it.

· www.dontkillthetexascoast.com Subscribe and join this website.  Numbers count and the need for more people up and down the coast to be aware in what is happening to windstorm insurance.

· Technical Committee Presentations:

· Owen Parker – Dannenbaum Engineering:  Gulf Coast Community Protection & Recovery District.  (see www.gccprd.com) This district was formed for 6 southeast Texas counties, Orange, Jefferson, Chambers, Galveston, Harris, and Brazoria Counties, and presided over by the County Judges with former Judge Bob Echols as the President. Main purpose is to develop a surge protection system from major storms that will mitigate storm damage for the people, environment, and economy.  Ike could have devastated the industrial complexes in all these counties, which would have a major impact not only to the affected States but to the U.S. economy.  Ike cost $30 billion and it was the 3rd largest financial disaster in the U.S.  Need of federal funds and the possibility of a taxing district.  Base the surge protection system on the Dutch systems.  The Dutch government will provide an intern from Delph University to work on a possible solution and to look at areas susceptible to storm surge and to develop a protective program.
· Trey Goodman – Manager Galveston Island State Park:  Galveston Island State Park consists of 2000 acres from the beach to the bay in the west end of Galveston Island.  Master plan for the park includes new buildings, campsites, cabins, and a discovery center.  The Master Plan will involve cultural resources, environmental systems, cognitive relationships, and predictive models.  Ike caused severe damage to the Park and Texas Parks & Wildlife (TPW) was not ready to re-open the park for at least 5 years.  The Friends of Galveston Island State Park (FOGISP) prevailed upon the TPW to open sooner and they did in March 0f 2010.  Besides dunes, other losses were the recreational value and habitat.  The park is building back with increased visitors and funds and there are 36 campsites back now.
· Newsletter:  Cris Weber advised a newsletter will be forthcoming in the next month and they would like articles from members.  Please send to Cris Weber at:  Cris.weber@leapengineering.com
· Treasurers Report:  Larry Wise – all is well and we have money in the bank.

· PACE (Parishes Against Coastal Erosion).  Jerry Mohn went to New Orleans May 20 to meet with PACE to discuss the possibility in forming a Gulf Coast Coastal Coalition that would seek federal funds for shoreline restoration projects in Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.  They would like to form one and we need members now from Alabama and Mississippi.  Senator Landrieu from Louisiana is a coastal champion in obtaining funds and she could help with the coalition.

· ASBPA:  Jerry Mohn reminded everyone to attend the Fall Technical Conference in New Orleans, October 18 – 20, 2011.

· Meeting adjourned:  2:30 PM

· 2011/2012 Officers:  After the regular meeting the Board of Directors met to elect officers for the fiscal year: 
       President:  Jerry Mohn

       Vice President – Upper Coast:  John Lee

       Vice President – Middle Coast: David Parsons 

       Vice President – Lower Coast:  Joni Clark

       Secretary:  Dan Heilman

       Treasurer:  Larry Wise

