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TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH  
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION  

Minutes  

Meeting Date:   September 14, 2005  

Meeting Location: Hilton Hotel NASA, Clear Lake, Texas  

 

4:35 p.m. – Meeting called to order by Jerry Mohn.  

 

Minutes from July 27, 2005 meeting were accepted as written.  

 

Chapter organization was discussed.  Representation on the Board of Directors by each 
coastal county is still a goal.  So far, only four coastal counties (Galveston, Cameron, 
Nueces, and Brazoria) have committed despite Jerry Mohn sending letters to 35 county 
judges.  The next step planned is to ask Judge Yarbrough from Galveston County to send 
letters to the other county judges.  

 

The progress of each subcommittee was discussed, as follows:  

Membership:  Cameron Perry stated that the membership committee has not held a 
meeting yet, but suggested an impromptu meeting be held during the concurrent Coastal 
Texas 2020 conference.  Most of the committee time since the last meeting was 
dedicated to developing the poster and pamphlets for the Coastal Texas 2020 conference.  
Primary goals remain to recruit existing ASBPA members and establish a plan for 
corporate sponsorship.  Ensuing discussing focused on consideration of membership 
dues for the Texas Chapter; no consensus was reached.  

Technical:  Yu-Chun Su described the meeting held at PBS&J’s Houston office on 
August 17, which was attended by six members of the technical committee.  In addition 
to establishing a mission statement, the committee discussed the potential of raising 
money through conferences, developing technical papers, and establishing a technical 
database for the chapter Web page.  The committee is soliciting technical issues from 
other members and will address the top three.  Ensuing discussion included observations 
of “bio-shield” technology in India by Michael Chaplinsky, considerations on use of sea 
oats and salt cedar for shoreline stabilization, and pondering on the impacts that a direct 
Category 5 storm could have on the Texas coast.  

Legislative:  Legislative Committee chair John Lee was not present due to participation 
in Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.  Jerry Mohn stated that initial focus of the committee 
will include promoting the storm protection benefits of beach nourishment to state 
government.  Discussion included the funding anticipated from the Energy Bill, which 
will support continuation of the Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) and likely 
be managed in Texas by the Texas General Land Office.  Interaction with the coastal 
delegation during upcoming sessions in Austin was suggested to help the GLO secure 
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the management role for the funds and ensure that the funds are primarily dedicated to 
coastal issues.  

Education:  Larry Wise reported that the Education Committee held an informal meeting 
on August 23 and established the following four goals: defining the stakeholders / 
audience for communications; establishing the goals / objectives of communications 
campaign; developing a consistent message for communication; and developing a plan 
for methods of effective communication.  A Chapter Web site will be developed and 
hosted by MGA Productions (Marie Garrett).  A digital newsletter is planned that could 
be distributed through the Web site.  Peter Ravella volunteered to help develop the 
newsletter.  Other anticipated products include an email list, continued development of a 
display and brochures for conferences and meetings, a media plan for issuing press 
releases, and development of a list of talking points / case statements that describe the 
Chapter’s agenda.  The feasibility of running an advertisement / editorial in regional 
newspapers and media and other methods to support advocacy-related public relations 
was discussed, as was the need for a mechanism to quickly respond to negative or biased 
press.  The committee will develop logo concepts for the members to vote on.  

 

Howard Marlowe discussed the Energy Bill.  The program will last four years and be 
similar to the previous CIAP program, but will have more money.  Anticipated projects 
include beach nourishment, wetlands restoration / protection, and environmental 
infrastructure improvements.  Thirty-five percent of the funds will go to coastal counties 
(distribution to be based on length of coastline and population), with the remaining 65% 
going to the state.  Explicit rules on the types of projects that will qualify will be 
established at the state level.  The Minerals Management Service will likely administer 
the program at the Federal level.  Interaction by the state with the federal government is 
important for development of guidelines that support coastal interests.  The funds will be 
available for use as matching on other federal grants.  Jerry Mohn will draft a letter from 
the Texas chapter to Governor Perry promoting the GLO as the program administrator.  

 

Kurt Evans provided an update on PACE (Parishes and Counties Against Coastal 
Erosion).  He explained that Hurricane Katrina had prevented the participation of PACE 
at the Coastal Texas 2020 conference.  He read a statement prepared by Jefferson Parish 
President Broussard describing PACE and explained that PACE membership consists of 
elected officials (i.e., parish presidents). He emphasized their goal of obtaining 
collaborative participation by Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama.    

 

Leonard Waterworth announced his potential plan to run against Congressman Ron Paul 
in the next election.  

 

Jerry Mohn re-stated his goal of scheduling meetings on a quarterly basis.  The next 
meeting will be held in December in Port Aransas.  In addition, members who attend the 
upcoming ASBPA conference in San Francisco will assemble for an informal meeting.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m.   


