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TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH  
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION  

Minutes  

Meeting Date:   December 2, 2005  

Meeting Location: Trout Street Bar and Grill, Port Aransas, Texas  

 

12:04 p.m. – Meeting called to order by Jerry Mohn. Mayor Georgia Neblett welcomed 
everyone to Port Aransas.  

 

During introductions, Leonard Waterworth announced that he will run against Congressman 
Ron Paul in the next election.  

 

Jerry Mohn announced that meetings will continue to be held quarterly, as practicable.  

 

A brief discussion on the significance of “lessons learned” from the active 2005 hurricane 
season included a recommendation that Colonel Steven Haustein with the Galveston District 
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers be invited to speak at the next meeting.  

 

Minutes from the September 14, 2005 meeting were accepted as written.  

 

Subcommittee updates were provided, as follows:  

Membership:  Cameron Perry stated that the membership committee has not yet held a formal 
meeting, but that communication and ideas have been actively exchanged through email 
correspondence. Fundraising has remained a key focus. Corporate sponsorships and 
advertising continue to appear as the most viable fundraising mechanisms. New membership 
brochures were distributed and Mr. Perry suggested that a digital membership database be 
maintained by the Membership Committee. Debate continued regarding Chapter dues and the 
possibility of establishing “associate” memberships for $25. For now, it was agreed that the 
Chapter would proceed without associate memberships (voted and approved) and that Chapter 
dues would not be required in addition to National dues.   

Jerry Mohn, Larry Wise, and Dan Heilman were given signing power for any checks written 
on behalf of the Chapter, with Bank of America to hold the account (voted and approved).  

Technical:  Yu-Chun Su described the meeting held at PBS&J’s Houston office on November 
3, which was attended by eight members of the technical committee. Notes from the meeting 
were distributed. The Technical Committee has appointed Michael Chaplinsky as the vice 
chairperson and set a six-month term for chairs/vice-chairs. It was emphasized that the 
Technical Committee will not endorse technologies, but will simply help disseminate 
information in a neutral manner. The status of storm surge information in Texas was reviewed 
and a related handout written by Joel Darnell was provided. Discussion included Texas’ lack 
of progress in advanced storm surge modeling compared to other Gulf States like Florida and 
Louisiana.   
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The Technical Committee also discussed opportunities for participating in technical 
conferences, such as upcoming conferences sponsored by Rice University, the Texas General 
Land Office (TGLO), and the International Erosion Control Association. Ray Newby stated 
that the TGLO was not interested in a joint conference with ASBPA since TGLO is required to 
remain neutral with respect to lobbying organizations. Members present agreed that the 
Chapter should pursue participation at as many relevant conferences as possible through a 
display booth or other means.   

Legislative:  Legislative Committee chair John Lee was not present; in his absence, Sidney 
McClendon provided an update. The Legislative Committee has not yet held a formal meeting. 
Lobbying for TGLO as the manager of the CIAP (Energy Bill) funds in Texas remains a key 
focus. Better communication and collaboration between the upper and lower Texas coast is 
also a goal. The need to update the state legislation developed in the 1970’s that addresses 
hurricane disaster planning and evacuation was discussed.  Other discussion topics included 
the status of ongoing federal (WRDA) and state (CCC/CEPRA) programs for coastal 
protection.  

Education:  Larry Wise reported that the Education Committee held a meeting on November 
17 and has continued preparation of an overall plan. A three-panel brochure has been proposed 
that will be developed in coordination with the Membership Committee. Development of a 
quarterly newsletter to be distributed digitally is being spearheaded with Peter Ravella’s lead; 
it is hoped that the newsletter can contain project profiles, subcommittee updates, advertising, 
etc. A Web site will hopefully be established by February 2006 (a domain needs to be 
purchased). Potential content for the Web page was discussed.  

 

Members present concurred with the direction and progress of the subcommittees and were 
encouraged to write to the governor’s office (Aubrey Mitchell) to promote management of 
CIAP by the TGLO.  

 

Lorrie Council provided an update of TGLO’s status and perspective regarding Coastal Texas 
2020, CIAP, and CEPRA. If TGLO is given authority to manage CIAP, the goals established 
in Coastal Texas 2020 would likely influence project selection.  

 

The Chapter was well represented at the national meeting in San Francisco. The national 
meeting will probably be held in Galveston in 2007 or 2009.  

 

The ASBPA Coastal Summit will be held in Washington D.C. March 1-3, 2006. Participation 
is planned by Joe Moseley, Michael Kovacs, Mayor Neblett, Jerry Mohn, John Lee, and 
others.  

 

PACE continues to focus on establishing permanent CIAP funding. TGLO (with lead by Sam 
Webb) has been collaborating with PACE and the Louisiana delegation.  

 

The next meeting will be held in early April either at South Padre Island or Surfside.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.   


