
TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH 
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

Minutes

Meeting Date: September 24, 2009

• Meeting Location: Stingarees Restaurant, Crystal Beach, Bolivar Peninsula.

• Lunch sponsors:  Leap Engineering and Seabreeze Culvert

General Meeting (11:45 – 2:20)

• Meeting called to order by Jerry Mohn at approximately 12:30

• Jerry Mohn introduced Board Members, Officers, and corporate sponsors

• Host: Bolivar Chamber of Commerce President Ann Willis presented welcoming 
remarks.  Anne advised Ike destroyed 3700 homes but Bolivar Peninsula is 
bouncing back.  New homes are being built and lots are selling.

• Treasurers Report:  Jerry Mohn reported $5,489 in the account.

• GLO Report

Ø Lorrie Council, Team Leader, CEPRA Program, provided a summary of 
projects that the GLO has announced under CEPRA Cycle 6. The recent 
81st Legislature approved of $25 million for the Coastal Erosion Planning & 
Response Act Cycle VI and these funds will be leveraged with $110.4 million of 
Federal funds.  The program will involve most of the Texas coastal communities 
from South Padre all the way to McFaddin National Wildlife Refuge.  A major 
$46.4 million sand nourishment and dune construction project will occur on the 
wets end of Galveston Island from the end of the Seawall to 13 mile road.

Ø From the press release, among other major projects funded for the Texas coast 
include:

ü A $32 million project to restore the dunes along 20 miles of beaches 
protecting the McFaddin National Wildlife Refuge

ü An $18.3 million project to rebuild a dune system on Bolivar Peninsula, 
as well as a $1.2 million project to renourish beaches on the far west end 
of the Bolivar Peninsula



ü An $11.7 million project to build more than seven miles of sand dunes, 
from the west end of Jamaica Beach to the Stavanger Beach subdivision

ü A $200,000 beach renourishment at Rollover Pass

ü A $1 million project to take sand from Park Road 100 and put it on 
critically eroding beaches in South Padre Island

ü An $885,000 project to rebuild previously nourished beaches on the west 
end of Galveston Island

ü A $1.6 million effort to rebuild dunes that once protected Quintana

ü A $2.3 million project to stabilize the shoreline on Treasure Island

ü A $1.5 million beach renourishment of South Padre Island beaches

ü A $1.4 million estuarine habitat restoration at McAllis Point in Galveston

ü To see the GLO announcement with all the CEPRA projects listed, visit 
the website: http://www.glo.state.tx.us/news/docs/2009-Releases/09-09-09-
Announce-Assault-On-Erosion.pdf 

Ø John Gillen, Director of Coastal Assistance

v John gave an update of the CIAP (Coastal Impact Assistance Program).  
Still frustrating in dealing with the MMS (Minerals Management 
Services) who overseas the CIAP program.  They came out with eligibility 
requirements for subgrants and subgrantees.  The 2007 plan was finally 
approved – 29 were o.k. but they held back 10 proposals.  So far, of the 
approvals, 12 awards were issued.  It looks like 2 projects are approved 
monthly now.

v Beach Dune Rulemaking will be an item the GLO will pursue again.  It 
was under HB 2819 that was suspended when Hurricane Ike devastated 
the upper coast.  The GLO plans open public meetings on the program.

• Committee Reports

Ø Technical Committee:  Ron McPherson and Yu-Chun Su

v A visit to the “Ike Dike” by Dr. Bill Merrell, Dr. Bill Seitz, and Jerry. 
Since Hurricane Ike devastated Galveston and the Bolivar Peninsula, 
Dr. Merrell developed the Ike Dike: concept where a system would be 
installed to prevent storm surges.  It is a storm suppression system – 



it will not stop winds or rains but definitely will stop the storm surge, 
which is what hurt Galveston and Bolivar.  Had the storm hit farther 
west, it would have done an insurmountable damage to the Houston Ship 
Channel.  Dr. Merrell’s system is based on the type of flood gates that 
are used in the Netherlands, who have been fighting the North Sea since 
the 1100 hundreds.  They have developed a formidable defense surge 
protection system called the Delta Project that the Houston/Galveston 
region should emulate.  Dr. Merrell, Dr. Seitz, and Jerry Mohn had an 
occasion to visit the Netherlands and to visit the “Ike Dikes”.  Houston 
has taken the charge in promoting the system and there is a 6 county 
public corporation being formed to study the possibility of a system 
similar to the Netherlands.  It will take years to complete but the 6 
counties do want a program to begin.  Dr. Seitz provided a CD of their 
visit to the flood gates after the meeting.  

Ø Membership Committee - Cameron Perry

v Cameron reported what the Texas Chapter Board is doing as a sponsor 
for the ASBPA conferences.  The Board agreed to give a registration to 
a coastal student at any college or university along the Texas coast.  The 
student selected this year for the St. Petersburg conference in October 
was Boris Radosavljevic from Texas A&M in Corpus Christi.  

Ø Education/Communications Committee - Marisa Weber

v Marisa reported the website, www.texasasbpa.org, is now operational so 
please visit.  Thanks to Texas A&M in Galveston and to website master 
Jim Casey, we are up and running again.  

v Newsletter:  Jayne McClure, Cris Weber, and Rhonda Cummins head 
up the committee.  Cris Weber reported about the recent newsletter that 
was distributed to the members in the past week and is now also on our 
website.  The Newsletter Committee would like to publish 3 or 4 times a 
year and are looking for stories and articles.  Please let Jerry Mohn know 
of any articles a member would like to publish in the Newsletter.                                                                                       

Ø Legislative Committee -  Marie Garret

v Marie visited State Senator Joan Huffman before the meeting to see if 
funds from oil spills could be diverted to the bill passed a few sessions 
back, the Coastal Protection and Improvement Program.  This bill was 
designed to fund shoreline restoration projects but it has lacked a funding 
source.  Additional work will be necessary and a plan will be developed 



for the 82nd Legislative Session in Austin.

v The Texas Chapter agreed to focus on legislative matters for the 
upcoming Washington DC ASBPA Summit in March, 2010.  Cameron 
Perry reviewed how important the Texas Chapter was at this past 
ASBPA Washington Summit and the number of people that attended.  
The Texas Chapter will actively promote for members coming to the 
Washington Summit. The Texas Chapter will review at the St. Pete’s 
conference various legislative items to pursue. 

v Many members sighted the success of the Texas Chapter during this past 
year’s 81st Texas Legislative Session and to continue the same program 
and to develop a plan.  Corpus Christi was used as an example to follow 
where packets are prepared and a list of legislative members to address 
for specific measures.

v Marie reviewed Proposition 9 that is on the November 3, 2009, Texas 
ballot: *Proposition 9 (HJR 102) "The constitutional amendment to protect the 
right of the public, individually and collectively, to access and use the public 
beaches bordering the seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico."

• Coastal Issues

Ø Jerry Mohn reviewed the current situation on the Amicus Brief the GLO 
requested the Texas Chapter to submit in support of the GLO’s position 
regarding the Severance lawsuit, which is a challenge of the viability of the 
Open Beaches Act.   An amicus brief is a document which is filed in a court by 
someone who is not directly related to the case under consideration. The Board 
is in overall agreement to support the GLO but it is contingent in reviewing the 
final amicus brief to be submitted.  

• The ASBPA National Coastal Conference “Integrating Coastal Science and 
Technology” will be held in St. Pete Beach, Florida from October 14-16, 2009.  
Cameron Perry and Jerry Mohn discussed the conference and it looks like a 
number of Texans will be in attendance.

• Next meeting tentatively scheduled for December 2009/January 2010.  Port Aransas 
has requested to be the host City.  

• Meeting adjourned at approximately 2:20 PM.


