
TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH 
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

Minutes

Meeting Date:  January 15, 2010

Meeting Location: Port Aransas Community Center, Port Aransas, Texas

• Meeting called to order by Jerry Mohn at 12:30.

• All in attendance introduced themselves. Sign-in sheet was distributed.

• Welcome by Claude Brown, Mayor of Port Aransas

• Ann Vaughan, Chamber of Commerce, welcomed everyone

• Introduced elected officials:  Mayor Claude Brown, Port Aransas; Brazoria County 
Commissioner Dude Payne; Nueces County Constable, Precinct 4, Bobby Sherwood; 
South Padre City Council Member Alita Bagley; and, Past Mayor Port Aransas Georgia 
Neblett.

• Comments from meeting sponsor, Robert Stluka, Texas Government Consulting, Inc.

• Board of Directors and Corporate Sponsors were introduced

• Cameron Perry discussed legislative agenda for TSBPA, particularly with respect to the 
upcoming ASBPA Coastal Summit in Washington D.C., March 9-11

⇒ Benefits and why we attend (refer to article in recent Texas Chapter newsletter) – for 
example, CIAP, USACE policy/guidelines, etc.

⇒ The Summit is like a workshop

⇒ Federal legislative agenda

⇒ Solicited focus for Texas agenda at Coastal Summit; suggested regional sediment 
management, longer-term authorization for CIAP, and how to get “authorized” projects 
appropriated. This agenda will be published on “lobby cards” for Texas.

• Howard Marlowe provided Washington D.C. legislative update

⇒ Texas Chapter is doing a good job of maintaining active presence for ASBPA

⇒ Appropriated federal projects are under-funded by a factor of four

⇒ Congress last year appropriated $100 million for coastal projects; need $400 million
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⇒ “Regional” projects sell better in D.C. For example, focus on “watershed management” 
(i.e., regional sediment management) instead of local projects.

⇒ State funding in Texas has surpassed other states especially the way the GLO leveraged 
FEMA funds for Hurricane Ike to $135 million worth of projects. Florida and New Jersey 
do not come up to that level combined. 

⇒ To obtain more Federal money, Texas needs to figure out how to make use of existing 
authorizations so that they get funded.  2000 WRDA approved authorization for Coast of 
Texas for a comprehensive plan for flood and storm damage.  Authorization exists but it 
takes money and Texas needs to find funding sources.

⇒ Every challenge is an opportunity.

⇒ Howard mentioned that the OMB (Office of Management & Budget) has always 
opposed putting in funds to restore beaches in the Federal Budget.  The current Obama 
Administration is recommending money for beaches – not certain of the dollars amount 
yet.  

• Marie Garret Chair of the Legislative Committee voiced goals for legislative committee:

⇒ Obtain homeowner’s data – where do homeowner’s reside (coast or inland)?  

⇒ Obtain where visitors to Texas shores are coming from.

⇒ Rejuvenate coastal legislators and promote a Texas coastal coalition

⇒ Provide unified front when addressing Federal legislators – 5 Texas Congressmen sit on 
appropriations committees.  Texas needs to do like Louisiana does – find a champion for 
your cause – they have Senator Landrieu.  Possibly we have Congressman Chet Edwards.

⇒ Talk to your lobbyists to see what is needed.

⇒ Encourage elected officials to come to Washington

⇒ The Texas Chapter will be sending to members what they would like to achieve in 
Washington during the lobbying portion of the conference.  

•  Thomas Durnin provided TGLO update

⇒ CEPRA Highlights:

- West Galveston Island Nourishment may be delayed due to USFWS involvement in 
FEMA PW grant approval.  For example, PW for Pirates’ Beach may not be approved 
until October. Construction expected in 2011.
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- Surfside project proceeding in three phases:  (1) debris removal, (2) emergency 
nourishment will commence in May, and (3) revetment repairs and upgrade.

- SPI Beneficial Use of Dredged Material for Beach Nourishment – construction will 
proceed over the next several weeks.

- Coastal Erosion Response Plan is being updated

⇒ CIAP also briefly discussed, 2008 state plan has been approved and published.  By the 
end of February the County and State Plan will be approved.

⇒ CMP Grants – Cycle 16 will be coming out in April. 

⇒ Closure of Rollover Pass is progressing. 

• Dr. Jim Gibeaut with the Harte Research Institute, TAMU-CC provided a technical 
presentation entitled “Texas Barrier-Island Studies at the Harte Research Institute.”  Also 
announced the Sea Level Rise conference in Corpus Christi March 1-3.

⇒ Harte Research Institute studies the following areas

- Fisheries

- Biodiversity

- Ecosystems Study

- Economics

- Law

- Coastal & Marine Geophysical Lab

⇒ Dr. Gibeaut handles and reviews

- Coastal Morphodynamics and Mapping

- Thermal Sensing

- Geohazard Mapping

- Visualization of coastal environment

- Field Visualization

- Gulf of Mexico Coast Alliance
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• Next meeting tentatively scheduled for April in Surfside.  Commissioner Dude Payne 
advised the new Stahlman Park facility will be ready.  This will be the Texas Chapter 
Annual meeting and elections for the expiring terms of Board of Directors and new Board 
members will be voted upon.  Jerry Mohn indicated the Texas Chapter is looking for a 
representative from the following counties to become Board members:  Kenedy, Orange, 
Jackson, Victoria, Refugio, and San Patricio.

• Meeting Adjourned at approximately 2:20 p.m.
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