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TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH 

PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL MEETING

Minutes

Meeting Date:  July 26, 2013

Meeting Location: Matagorda Bay Nature Park  11:45 AM

I.  General Meeting

• Meeting called to order by Jerry Mohn at approximately 12:35.  Board members in 
attendance were introduced and sponsors recognized. Public officials at the meeting were 
also recognized. Matagorda County Judge Nate McDonald and Haskell Simon with LCRA 
also provided welcoming remarks. Mr. Simon thanked Buddy’s Seafood for sponsoring 
lunch.

• The annual election of the Board of Directors was held for 6 expired terms.  The following 
members were appointed for additional 3 year terms:

- Reuben Trevino (Cameron County)
- Kevin Carruth (Aransas County)
- John Lee (Galveston County)
- Marie Robb (At Large)
- Jerry Mohn (At Large)
- Bill Seitz (At Large)

The election of officers was held after the meeting through email correspondence and the 
Texas ASBPA Chapter Officers voted by the Board of Directors for the upcoming 2013/2014 
fiscal year will be:

2013/2014 Officers:
President:    Jerry Mohn
Vice President - Upper Coast: John Lee
Vice President - Mid Coast: David Parsons
Vice President – Lower Coast:  Reuben Trevino
Treasurer: Larry Wise
Secretary:  Dan Heilman

• Helen Young, GLO Deputy Commissioner for Coastal Resources, provided a presentation 
on the GLO’s ongoing initiative to advocate the economic, environmental, and recreational 
values of the Texas coast and identify needs and potential solutions.
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- Following the BP oil spill, Ms. Young was appointed as a delegate member to the Gulf 

Coast Ecosystem Task Force. As part of that effort it became evident that Texas did 
not have as strong of a pre-packaged message as other states like Louisiana to clearly 
describe the value of our coast. This appears to have hindered Texas’ ability to obtain 
better legislative and congressional support for recovery and restoration efforts after 
Hurricane Ike.

- The GLO has formed a Technical Action Committee (TAC) that has been holding 
meetings along the Texas coast to identify needs and potential solutions for coastal 
issues in Texas. With help from America’s Wetland Foundation, this led to publication 
of a report that clearly and concisely presents the value and issues along the coast. The 
publication is titled “The Texas Coast:  Shoring up our Future” and can be accessed at 
www.shoringuptexas.org.

- The next step will be development of an online GIS database that will provide spatial 
information on coastal resources. This information will help with planning efforts by 
industry and other stakeholders, and help prevent conflicts.

- The second round of TAC meetings is ongoing.
- An upcoming initiative will be the “Strong Coast / Strong Texas” public education and 

outreach campaign.

• Haskell Simon provided a presentation on the history of the mouth of the Colorado River, 
including construction of the jetties at the Gulf entrance channel. He also described the 
Sargent Beach revetment project (constructed by USACE) and recent beach nourishment 
efforts by GLO.

• Rhonda Gregg (with Shelmark Engineering) and Paul Jenkins (with Atkins Engineering) 
provided a presentation on their recent beneficial use of dredged material study for the 
channel to Palacios. It was a 2 phase project with phase 1 data collection, analyzing and 
developing a plan and phase 2 will be taking that plan to engineering design, permitting and 
a shovel ready project.  Problem with a dredge project is that small ports with small tonnage 
are at the bottom for Federal funds.

• Dave Campbell (with Coastal Tech Corp) presented the restoration of Sargeant Beach with 
sand nourishment.  Erosion rates from 20001 to 2008 have been eight feet per year and the 
intercoastal waterway needs to be protected.  The restoration was funded by CEPRA and 
disaster relief funds from Hurricane Ike.  The project was completed in 60 days with 83,000 
cubic yards of sand and it received form the ASBPA one of the best restored beaches in the 
U.S. in 2013.

• Otie Zapp, Chairman of the Coastal Windstorm Action Committee (CWIC) discussed the 
windstorm insurance dilemma facing the Texas coast.  The 83rd Legislature failed to have 
any bills and basically the Texas Windstorm Insurance Agency (TWIA) is insolvent.  The 
premium revenue is $1.6 billion but only $173 million in reserves and TWIA is still paying 
2008 losses with Hurricanes Dolly and Ike.  CWIC is pushing for fair and just rates to agree 
with the insurance policy holders and insurers.

• Newsletter:  Cris Weber (Atkins Engineering) reviewed the latest Texas ASBPA Chapter 
newsletter, Volume 7, No. 2, Summer 2013, and it is attached.
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• ASBPA Fall Conference, South Padre, October 22 – 24, 2013.  Reuben Trevino reviewed the 

program for the three day conference at the Isla Grand Beach Resort. Please see details at:  
http://www.asbpa.org/conferences/conf_fall_13.htm

• Joe Moseley Memoriam: Jerry Mohn advised the first award was given to Jacob Sigren from 
Texas A&M University in Galveston.  The award is a free registration to the Fall conference 
plus $500 in expenses.

• Next Texas ASBPA Chapter meeting will be at the Fall Conference at the Isla Grand Beach 
Resort. Date and meeting location to be advised.

• Adjournment at 3:00 PM
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