
 
T h e T e x a s 

Chapter of the American 
Shore & Beach Preserva-
t i o n As s o c i a t i o n 
(ASBPA) has now been 
in existence over two 
years and we continue to 
grow.  We had approxi-
mately 40 members in 
the beginning to well 
over 90 today.  Becom-
ing a member of the 
Texas Chapter is easy; 
just simply join the   
ASBPA and you auto-
matically become a 
member of this dynamic 
chapter.    

We have quar-
terly meetings along the 
Texas coast in various 
cities in order to better 
understand the diversity 
of coastal issues and to 
let them know we are 
united as one voice.  
Historical meeting loca-
tions include: South Pa-
dre, Corpus Christi, Port 

Arans as , Surfs ide , 
NASA, Shoreacres, Gal-
veston, and the upcom-
ing one on July 27 will 
be in Port Arthur.    

Our meeting 
format includes an open 
format for presentation 
of coastal issues as well 
as reports from Commu-
nications, Membership, 
Technical, and Legisla-
tive committees.  The 
General Land Office 
(GLO) is always present 
at our meetings to give 
an update on programs 
such as CEPRA, CIAP, 
and special projects they 
are undertaking.  A very 
special feature of our 
meetings involve the 
Coastal Cities report 
where various entities 
discuss the type of 
shoreline restoration 
programs they have 
completed or in the de-
velopment stages.  We 

believe the biggest prob-
lems are in our own 
backyard, but when we 
hear from the various 
cities on their problems, 
you realize we are all in 
the same boat and share 
similar issues in pursu-
ing shoreline restoration 
projects.    

The erosion of 
the Texas shoreline is 
becoming more pro-
nounced and Texas 
coastal communities 
need to ban together 
through the Texas 
Chapter as one voice in 
addressing the erosion 
of our shorelines, not 
only in Austin, but also 
in Washington D.C. 

Please help in our strug-
gle to combat the ero-
sion of the Texas shore-
line.  

Message from our President 

Texas Chapter of ASBPA Hails Closure of Jones Act Loopholes 

Galveston, TX -  Jerry Mohn, President of the Texas Chapter of the American Shore 
and Beach Preservation Association (Texas ASBPA) made the following statement 
today after Governor Rick Perry signed into law HB 1602, a bill to close loop holes 
to litigation of the Jones Act:  

“I am pleased Governor Perry signed this bill into law today. With Memorial Day 
weekend fast approaching, thousands of our fellow Texans will be headed to the 
Lone Star state’s beaches for fun in the sun. 

See “Holes in the Jones Act” on Page 3 

Late Breaking News: 

The Coastal Engineering Page has a new face 

lift.  Maintained by the University of Dela-

ware the Coastal Engineering Page has a 

wealth of information related to coastal is-

sues, conferences, fun stuff, data sets, publica-

tions and much more.   

http://www.coastal.udel.edu/coastal.html 
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Check the ASBPA website for registration and 
program details at: www.asbpa.org and   
http://www.asbpa.org/conferences/conf_fall_07.htm

 

TH E STR AN D LI N E 

Historic habitat loss coupled with 
ongoing development within the 
coastal zone has resulted in the need 
for well designed marsh restoration 
and mitigation strategies within the 
highly productive bays along the 
Texas coast. Because of the diversity 
of environmental conditions, each 
project requires careful consideration 
of the geotechnical properties of 
both the in situ and borrow source 
materials along with project con-
struction methods in order to 
achieve restoration goals while ensur-
ing affordable and sustainable resto-
ration projects. 

Marsh restoration is generally accom-
plished by two construction meth-
ods: hydraulic dredging or mechani-
cal excavation and placement. Target 
marsh species, such as Spartina al-
terniflora grow in narrow elevation 
bands, and thus accurately predict 
post-construction consolidation and 
resulting elevations can dictate long 
term project performance. To under-
stand consolidation and settlement, 
designers must consider not only the 
sediment’s geotechnical properties 
(short-term for mechanical place-
ment and long-term for hydraulic 
dredging) but also the construction 

techniques and methods of material 
handling (stockpiling, placement, 
grading, equipment loading, etc.) that 
affect soil response and ultimately 
control post-construction elevations 
needed to support vegetation.  

—  M. Cameron Perry, P.E. 

. 

Historical Habitat Loss Requires Marsh Restoration 

Full conference schedule:  
h t t p : / / w w w . a s b p a . o r g /
conferences/conf_fall_07.htm. 

Applications are also being col-
lected for individual, group and 
project awards relating to coastal 
work. 

The conference will include field 
trips, and pre and post confer-
ence cruise opportunities.   

For more information see the 
conference website.  

The upcoming ASBPA/ GLO 
joint Fall Conference in Galves-
ton, October 22 – 24, will be one 
of the largest ever assembled by 
the ASBPA.  Galveston is a very 
historic city and the conference 
will be held at the new Galveston 
Island Convention Center on Sea-
wall Boulevard.  We expect 400 to 
500 registered attendees.  Fea-
tured speakers include the Assis-
tant Secretary of the Army for 
Civil Works, J. Paul Woodley and 
GLO Commissioner Jerry Patter-
son.  There will be a great field 
trip on Sunday, October 21 before 
the conference and a real Texas 
Barbecue is planned for one eve-
ning during the conference.   

Over 100 abstracts have been submitted.  
Topics and presentations will include:

 
Coastal shoreline management 
Coastal insurance issues 
Surfing and beach design 
Coastal ocean and weather observation  
systems 

Coastal water quality 
Effects of extreme storms and tsunamis  
on shorelines 

Flood protection 
A state level look at beach management 
Shoreline and marsh restoration 
International perspectives on coastal  

preservation and protection 
National and local shore and beach  
policy issues 

National and local emergency manage- 
ment strategies 

Shoreline erosion control technology  
solutions 

Coastal inlet management 
Bypassing at coastal inlets 

http://www.asbpa.org
http://www.asbpa.org/conferences/conf_fall_07.htm
http://www.asbpa.org/
conferences/conf_fall_07.htm
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rial and its potential effects on the environment.  Signifi-
cant data collection conducted included bathymetric sur-
veys, geotechnical studies, current measurements, wind 
and tide data collection, and water quality sampling, to 
support the modeling effort.  The data were then used to 

develop a 2D mesh for RMA2 and SED2D 
models.  The finished mesh has a total of 
16,970 nodes and 5,559 elements.    

Following the presentation of the 
modeling results, the project received neces-
sary permits from federal and state agencies 
to start the dredging operation.  The opera-
tion started in late 2005 and ended in mid 
2006.  As predicted by the modeling effort, 
the dredged materials did not cause signifi-

cant TSS impacts.  
Instead, the project 
created a shallow-
water habitat within 
the beneficial-use 
area, and the project 
has been considered 
a major success by 
some local newspa-
pers.  

— Yu-Chun Su and 
Joey Mahmoud 

 
Cheniere Sabine Pass Liquefied Natural Gas 

(SPLNG) Terminal is located 12 miles west of Johnson 
Bayou, Louisiana, on the Louisiana side of the Sabine Pass 
Channel.  The construction of the Terminal will require the 
removal of approximately ±4.5 million cubic yards (CY) of 
mostly virgin soil from the 
proposed marine berth.  The 
removal of the soil will be 
excavated via a 36-inch hy-
draulic dredge.  Due to the 
quantity of the dredged mate-
rial, it is required under Lou-
isiana regulations to utilize 
the dredged material for 
beneficial use. A decision was 
made to use the material for 
beach nourishment along the 
shoreline east of Sabine Pass 
Jetty.  

The sediment placement plan included pumping 
the dredged material south through the dredge pipeline to 
Louisiana Point and then discharging the material into off-
shore waters about 2,200-feet from the Louisiana shoreline 
in depths ranging from 5 to 8 ft deep.  The discharged ma-
terial was expected to provide wave buffers, increased 
wildlife and aquatic habitat and act as a barrier to protect 
the existing shoreline from continued erosion.    

A two-dimensional hydrodynamic (RMA2) and 
sediment transport (SED2D) modeling effort was con-
ducted to investigate the transport of the discharged mate-
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Beneficial Use of Dredged Materials  
at Louisiana Shoreline Near Sabine Pass 

Above: 2-D Mesh used for RMA 2 and SED2D 

Below: Beneficially Used Dredge Material 

Holes in the Jones Act (from front page) 

“The erosion of the Texas shoreline is becoming more pronounced and future beach restoration projects will require sand nourish-
ment of the beaches.  The most economic method is the use of large dredges to harvest sand in the gulf waters and either pump sand 
via pipeline or off load onto the beaches.  However, recent Jones Act lawsuits in Texas are costing the dredging contractors exorbi-
tant amounts of money and these lawsuits and liability costs can no longer be chalked up to the cost of doing business. 

“As it stands, current regulations will cause dredging contractors to cancel projects and not do business in Texas waters.  HB 1602 
closes these loopholes to allow Federal Jones Act cases filed in Texas courts to fall under jurisdiction of the sound principles of the 
Texas general venue statute. 

“I commend Gov. Perry for signing this bill. But I would also like to thank both state Representative Corbin Van Arsdale and GLO 
Commissioner Jerry Patterson for their hard work shepherding this bill through the state legislature and making a difference to pro-
tect our treasured coastal resources.”    

The Jones Act is the cornerstone for U.S. merchant mariner’s rights. It was named for Senator Wesley Jones during the administra-
tion of President Woodrow Wilson, and is otherwise known as the Merchant Marine Act of 1920. The Jones Act addresses the con-
struction and manning of vessels as well as legal remedies for injured seamen. Essentially, the Jones Act took the remedies available to 
railroad workers under the Federal Employers’ Liability Act (FELA) and extended them to merchant seamen.  For additional infor-
mation on HB 1602 and the Jones Act, refer to the listed website. 

http://maritimeinjury.vbattorneys.com/2007/06/articles/jones-act-cases-venue-in-texas-after-hb-1602/ 

http://maritimeinjury.vbattorneys.com/2007/06/articles/jones-act-cases-venue-in-texas-after-hb-1602/


Coastal Impact Assistance 
Program (CIAP) –  
Coastal Land Advisory Board 
(CLAB)  

The American Shore & Beach Preservation Association recognizes that the 

shores, beaches and other coastal resources of America provide important 

quality-of-life assets within the reach of the largest possible number of peo-

ple in accordance with the ideals of a democratic nation. This Association is 

dedicated to preserving, protecting and enhancing the beaches, shores and 

other coastal resources of America. 

The Texas Chapter of ASBPA is dedicated to fulfilling this mission in the 

State of Texas.  We are a member based advocacy organization.  For more 

information on becoming a member, becoming a corporate sponsor, or be-

coming more active with the organization, please contact Jerry Mohn at the 

address to the left. 

Please remember to visit our website at 

www.texasasbpa.org for more frequent up-

dates on coastal happenings and the Texas 

Chapter of ASBPA.  If you have information 

to submit for the website or newsletter 

please contact Jerry Mohn. 

c/o Jerry Mohn - President 
4210 Silver Reef - PBW #1 
Galveston, Texas  77554 

TEXAS CHAPTER 
AMERI CAN SHORE & BEACH PRESERVATI ON 

ASSOCI ATI ON 

August 2007 

Coastal Impact Assistance Program 
(CIAP) – Coastal Land Advisory 
Board (CLAB) GLO staff anticipates 
the next CLAB meeting will occur in 
late July or early August   

October 2007 

Oct. 22-24, 2007: ASBPA’s 2007 
Fall Conference. San Luis Resort 
& Spa, Galveston, TX. Go to 
www.asbpa.org for details.  

July 2007 

July 22-26, 2007: Coastal Zone 
2007, “Brewing Local Solutions to 
Your Coastal Issues,” Portland, 
OR. Go to www.csc.noaa.gov/cz 
for info.  

July 27, 2007: TSBPA quarterly 
meeting, Lamar College in Port 
Arthur, Texas from noon to 3pm   

Upcoming and Current Events 

Phone: (409) 737-5768 
Fax: (409) 737-5951 

E-mail: president@texasasbpa.org 

Preserving and Enhancing the 
Texas Coast 

Visit us online at: 

www.texasasbpa.org 

THE WORD “BEACH” IN TONGUES 
Spanish Portuguese (Brazil) French Italian  Japanese Russian 
la playa  a praia   la plage la spiaggia   hama   pliazh 

GLO staff anticipates selection for round 
1 of the state’s CIAP funding to be issued.   

Kathy Smartt stated that information re-
garding the meeting will be posted on the 
CIAP website and that all applicants will 
receive an email notifying them of the 
meeting.   

The meeting will be held in Austin. 

Corporate Sponsorship costs 

$500  and  provides for 

recognition on Chapter website 

and all publications & events. 

http://www.texasasbpa.org
http://www.asbpa.org
http://www.csc.noaa.gov/cz
http://www.texasasbpa.org

