
We had over 67 people attend the September 24,  2009 quarterly luncheon meeting at Stingaree 

Restaurant in Crystal Beach on the Bolivar Peninsula. The luncheon was great and we thank 

Seabreeze Culvert and Leap Engineering in sponsoring the luncheon.  Stingarees lived up to 

their reputation for great seafood and the atmosphere on the Intercoastal Waterway was awe-

some. 

The Bolivar Peninsula was literally devastated during Hurricane Ike with 3,700 homes de-

stroyed.  We were delighted to hear from Chamber of Commerce President, Ann Willis, about 

how the Bolivar Peninsula is rebounding and that homes and lots are selling like "hot cakes"! 

At the meeting, Lorrie Council, Team Leader, CEPRA Program, provided a summary of pro-

jects that  the GLO has announced under CEPRA Cycle 6. The recent 81st Legislature approved 

$25 million for the Coastal Erosion Planning & Response Act Cycle VI and these funds will be 

leveraged with $110.4 million of Federal funds.  The program will involve most of the Texas 

coastal communities from South Padre all the way to McFaddin National Wildlife Refuge.   A 

major $46.4 million sand nourishment and dune constru ction project will occur on the west end 

of Galveston Island from the end of the Seawall to 13 mile road. 

From the press release,  among other major projects  funded for the Texas  coast include: 

• A $32 million project to restore the dunes along 20 miles of beaches protecting the 

McFaddin National Wildlife Refuge 

• An $18.3 million project to rebuild a dune system on Bolivar Peninsula, as  well as a 

$1.2 million project  to renourish beaches on the far west end of the Bolivar Peninsula 

• An $11.7 million project to build more than seven miles of sand dunes, from the west 

end of Jamaica Beach to the Stavanger Beach subdivision 

• A $200,000 beach renourishment at Rollover Pass  

• A $1 million project to take sand from Park Road 100 and put it on critically eroding 

beaches in South Padre Island 

• An $885,000 project to rebuild previously nourished beaches on the west end of Gal-

veston Island 

• A $1.6 million effort to rebuild dunes that once protected Quintana 

• A $2.3 million project to stabilize the shoreline on Treasure Island  
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TEXAS CHAPTER MEETING 

Date: Friday, January 15,  2010 
Time: 11:30am  
Place: Port Aransas Community Center 
 408 North Alister Street 
  Port Aransas, Texas 
Sponsored by: 
 Texas Government Consulting, Inc.  
Hosted by: 
 City of Port Aransas  

(Continued page 2) 
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• A $1.5 million beach renourishment of South Padre Island beaches  

• A $1.4 million estuarine habitat  restoration at  McAllis  Point in Galveston 

To see the GLO announcement with all the CEPRA projects listed, visit the website:  http://www.glo.state.tx.us/news/docs/2009-

Releases/09-09-09-Announce-Assault-On-Erosion.pdf  

John Gillen, GLO Director of Coastal Assistance, gave an update of the CIAP (Coastal Impact Assistance Program).  It is still a frus-

trating experience in dealing with the MMS (Minerals Management Services) who oversees the CIAP program.  They came out with 

eligibility requirements for subgrants and subgrantees.  The 2007 plan was finally approved – 29 were okay but they held back 10 

proposals.  So far, of the approvals,  12 awards were issued.  It looks like 2 projects  are approved monthly now. 

Ike Dike:  We had a presentation on the “Ike Dike” concept developed by Dr.  Bill Merrell from Texas  A&M in Galveston. Since 

Hurricane Ike devastated Galveston and the Bolivar Peninsula, Dr. Merrell  developed the Ike Dike concept where a system would be 

installed to prevent storm surges.   It is a storm suppression system – it will not stop winds or rains but definitely will  stop the storm 

surge, which is what  hurt Galveston and Bolivar.   Had the storm hit farther west, it would have done an insurmountable damage to 

the Houston Ship Channel.  Dr.  Merrell’s system is based on the type of flood gates that are used in the Netherlands, who have been 

fighting the North Sea since 1100 A.D.  They have developed a formidable defense surge protection system called the Delta Project  

that the Houston/Galveston region should emulate.  Dr.  Merrell and Texas Chapter Board Member Dr.  Bill Seitz, also Texas A&M 

in Galveston, had an occasion to visit the Netherlands and to visit the “Ike Dikes”.   Houston has taken the charge in  promoting the 

system and there is a 6 county public corporation being formed to study the possibility of a system similar to the Netherlands.  It wil l 

take years  to complete but the 6 counties do want a program to begin.    

The Texas Chapter Board of Directors  agreed to be a regular sponsor for the ASBPA conferences.  Since being a sponsor entitles a 

member to a registration, the Board agreed to give it to a student at any college or university along the Texas coast.  The student se-

lected this year for the St. Petersburg, FL conference in October was Boris Radosavljevic from Texas A&M in Corpus Christi.    

Marie Garret chairs the Legislative Committee, and she reported at the 

meeting that the Texas Chapter agreed to focus on legislative matters  for 

the upcoming Washington, D.C. ASBPA Summit in March, 2010.  Cam-

eron Perry reviewed how important the Texas Chapter was at  this past 

ASBPA Washington Summit.  Many members saw the su ccess of the 

Texas Chapter during this past year’s 81st Texas Legislative Session and 

wish to continue the same program and to develop a plan.   

Next meeting is a luncheon and it is  scheduled for January 15, 2010 in 

Port Aransas at the Port Aransas  Community Center.   The main empha-

sis of the meeting is to formulate a legislative 

agenda for the ASBPA Washington Summit.  

I hope to see you there.  

 — Jerry Mohn,  

President of  Texas Chapter ASBPA 

president@texasasbpa.org 

Message from Our President (Cont’d) 

Figures 1-2:  Glimpses from 
the September 24, 2009 
ASBPA Texas Chapter 
meeting at Stingaree Res-
taurant on Bolivar Penin-
sula. 
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Letter from the Editors:  Reflections on St. Pete Beach, FL 
As I look back on the National ASBPA meeting 

held at St.  Pete Beach, Florida in October, I  think 

of two items the most. One was the prominence of 

Hurricane Ike. Texas  was the only state largely af-

fected by this storm, and yet,  received tremendous 

coverage and concern from the conference agenda. 

So many people seemed genuinely interested in our 

recovery process. While Florida suffered Hurricane 

Fay with a record setting four land falls earlier in  

2008, it  seemed of little consequence even though 

we were in Florida.  

The second item that stru ck me was the beaches. 

Driving along the road north from St. Pete Beach 

to Clearwater, and also down by Sarasota, I was 

struck by the mix of sand, sea oats, and condos. 

Everything was neatly crammed together, with 

signs designating where to park, whether or not 

dogs were allowed, permits required for different 

hours, fresh water showers to rinse off the sugary 

sand and saltwater, etc. The beaches were well used 

and maintained. Beautiful sunsets with the stormy 

skies and crashing waves gave me the perfect place 

and time to think about our Texas barrier islands 

and their lack of similar development.  

I have to admit I like our desolate stretches of 

beach the best. Yet modern park conveniences  like 

the ones I enjoyed in  Florida were very nice. I 

would like Texas to find a way to finance public 

beaches that are affordable and accessible to the 

public for their enjoyment. Maybe a county park 

system like Florida, but definitely an improvement 

of the State and National Parks  we already have in 

place.  On my last visit to North Padre this past 

spring, I was disappointed to find the level of disre-

pair and almost abandonment of what was once a 

premier location for individuals and families to 

enjoy the Gulf beach.  Compared to parks  I toured 

near St. Pete, well,  there was no comparison. Flor-

ida has a different mind set towards this natural 

resource. Perhaps it is because almost everyone 

who lives there is within a short  drive to the beach, 

where as in Texas, some people live up to a day 

away from the shore.  

(Continued page 4) 

Figures 3-6:  Vegetated and well-maintained dunes of St. Pete Beach How can WE as a chapter help spread the re-

search, knowledge, and benefits to others? 



I am left thinking, how do we get folks in the interior of our state to take 
pride and ownership of the public access our government protects for 
them? How do I as an educator help all  Texans understand the value of our 
beaches, marshes, and bays  even though they may never visit the coast? 
How can we as  a chapter help spread the research, knowledge, and benefits 
to others?  

— Rhonda D. Cummins 
     Texas Sea Grant 
      

 

 

Page 4 THE STRAN D LIN E 

Letter from the Editors (Cont’d)  

How do WE help all Texans understand the value of our beaches, 

marshes, and bays even though they may never visit the coast?  

Coastal Summit 2010:  Call to Action 

Figure 7:  Sunset at St. Pete Beach 

Every year ASBPA holds a Coastal Summit in Washington, D.C. so that members can meet for discussions on legislative issues and 

strategies for funding, and to show support of shore and beach initiatives. This  is also  a great opportunity to learn about Federal pro-

grams and policies.  One of the key aspects to the Summit is lobbying on Capitol Hill for both local and national issues.  

There are many in Texas that believe that national beach issues do not impact Texas as there are few Federal beach projects in the 

state. Although the GLO has been the major funding mechanism in Texas, the Federal government has a significant role in both 

funding and policy, and it  is a role that needs to be expanded as it pertains to Texas. ASBPA has been a strong advocate of the Corps 

Regional Sediment Management program, which can direct placement of dredged material on to our beaches. A study has just been 

approved for South Padre Island and the Brownsville Ship Channel Project and others could be added. Funding programs such as 

CIAP (Coastal Impact Assistance Program) are Federal, and CIAP cu rrently has a 4-year funding limit. I’m sure many in Texas be-

lieve this should be expanded. FEMA policies and mapping, Corps principles and guidelines, along with many other policies can  have 

an important impact on the protect ion and preservation of our valuable resources. But if we aren’t there to advocate on behalf of 

beaches and shores within Texas and across the nation, nobody will.  

Over the years, Texas has had a number of members attending the Summit, but 

prior to the meeting in 2009, many split up to address their own local issues. Ad-

dressing local issues was of course very important, but there was minimal statewide 

support for beach/shoreline projects, policies, or funding. Therefore, in preparation 

for this year’s event this past March, members from Texas developed a list of items 

that were important to both the local communities, as well as the entire state. These 

items were presented within a lobby card  that we distributed in key meetings with  

Texas Senators and Congressmen. These meetings were effective and a first step  

towards letting our elected officials know that these issues were important to many 

from various regions of the state.   

The upcoming Texas  Chapter meeting in Port Aransas on January 15, 2010 will  serve as a springboard for updating the national legis-

lative agenda for our next  Washington trip March 9-11,  2010, and creating a plan  for organizing meetings with members of Congress. 

Therefore, I encourage all ASBPA members to come to both the Texas Chapter meeting and the Coastal Summit in Washington. As 

the old saying goes, “Out of sight, out of mind” and we have been out of Washington’s funding mind for too long.  

—  M. Cameron Perry, P.E. 
      Coastal Project Manager 
      HDR Engineering, Inc. 

Figure 8:  2009 Texas delegation meeting with 
Sen. Hutchison 
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 Adopt-A-Beach Volunteers Cleanup 217 Tons of Trash 
23rd Annual Texas General Land Of f ice Adopt-A-Beach Fall  Cleanup draws  8,224 volunteers 

AUSTIN — More than  8,200 volunteers joined forces Saturday for Operation Target Trash, the 23rd Annual Texas General Land 

Office Adopt-A-Beach Fall Cleanup. The volunteers removed nearly 217 tons of trash off more than 194 miles of Texas coast. 

“The Adopt-A-Beach troops came out in full force, and I want to thank them all,” said Texas Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson. 

“This program wouldn’t work without these dedicated Texans.” 

At Adopt-A-Beach sites across the coast, volunteers reported discovering many odd and unusual items during the cleanup, including 

a military duffle bag full o f camo and shotgun shells, two TV sets, a mattress, a washing machine, a carport, dentures, underwear, a 

plastic cup with “Don’t Litter, Keep Texas  Clean” printed on it, a $5 bill, a teddy bear, a duck decoy and cell  phone parts. 

The Texas General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup is an  all-volunteer effort to remove trash from Texas’ shores. Coastal 

cleanups are held three times each year and the program’s su ccess is due to the hard work of volunteers, including local coordinators 

who work many unpaid hours publicizing the cleanups in coastal communities. 

Since 1986, more than 390,000 Adopt-A-Beach volunteers have picked up more than 7,500 tons of trash from Texas beaches,  some 

of it originating from as far away as South America. Volunteers record data on the trash to learn more about the causes  of marine 

debris and to help  mitigate pollution along Texas’ 367 miles of coastline. 

The next  coastwide cleanup will be the Spring Adopt-A-Beach effort scheduled for April  24, 2010. 

The su ccess of the Adopt-A-Beach Program is made possible by the generous efforts of dedicated volunteers and the strong support 

of community leaders and sponsors across the state. This year the Adopt-A-Beach Program thanks its lead statewide Fall Cleanup 

sponsor, Shell Oil Company. Other statewide sponsors are the Newfield Foundation, the Ocean Conservancy, Flint Hills  Resources  

Community Action Council, Halliburton and Johnson Controls. 

Local news media sponsors for the cleanup include: 

Beaumont:  KFDM-TV CBS Channel 6,  the CW Southeast Texas, GuidryNews.com, the Online News Station and Clear Channel 

Radio stations KLVI-AM, KYKR-FM, KCOL-FM, KKMY-FM and KIOC-FM. 

Houston:  KXLN-TV Channel 45 Univision, KFTH-TV Channel 67 Telefutura, Clear Channel radio stations KTRH-AM, KPRC-

AM, KBME-AM, CBS radio station KLOL-FM, and GuidryNews.com, the Online News Station. 

Victoria:  KAVU-TV ABC Channel 4, KVCT-TV FOX Channel 19,  KMOL-TV NBC Channel 17, KXTS-TV MY 41 Channel 9, 

KVTX-TV Telemundo Channel 45 and KUNU-TV Univision Channel 21,  GAP Broadcasting radio stations KIXS-FM, KQVT-FM, 

KLUB-FM and KTXN-FM. 

Corpus Christi:  KRIS-TV Channel 6 NBC, KDF-TV Channel 47, The CW South Texas, KORO-TV Channel 28 Univision, KCRP

-TV Channel 41 Telefutura, and Clear Channel Radio stations KKTX-AM, KNCN-FM, KMXR-FM, KRYS-FM, KUNO-AM and 

KSAB-FM. 

Rio Grande Valley:  KGBT-TV Channel 4 CBS, KTLM-TV Telemundo Channel 40, KBUC-FM, KSOX-AM, KURV-AM, KJAV-

FM; XHRR-FM, XAVO-FM, XCAO-FM and KVJY-AM. 

To learn more about items collected at the cleanup, and for information on the health of the Texas coast, visit the Adopt-A-Beach 

Program Web site at www.texasadoptabeach.org, or contact the Texas General Land Office at  1-877-TXCOAST (1-877-892-6278).  

You can  even become a friend of the Texas General Land Office Adopt-A-Beach Program on Facebook. 

--Texas General Land Office 

Press Release 



 Legislative Committee – Our plan of  action! 

We have learned through experience that there is power in numbers.   During the last Texas  Legislative session, the coastal cities 

and counties banded together as a coalition and stormed the capitol.  And as a result, the coalition was su ccessful in defeating a num-

ber of Texas Windstorm bills that would have had devastating impacts to the coastal communities.    

As the Texas chapter of the ASBPA, we need to team together since we are all working toward the same goal of obtaining more 

funding to preserve our Texas coastline.  We need to be a unified voice both at the state and the federal levels.  The legislation com-

mittee has set  3 main goals  for the Texas  chapter of the ASBPA.  We need to work together to achieve our goals.  

Our first goal is to gather homeowner data for all of the coastal cities and counties.  One database should show homeowners in your 

areas by cities and zip code in  the State of Texas and the second database for the federal level showing homeowners owning property 

in your areas from other states by city and zip code. This  information can be obtained from your local CAD office.  To date, we have 

data from Galveston, South Padre, and Port Aransas that needs to be updated.  In Texas, this information is key to motivate the 

inland legislators to  vote for coastal funding, and on the federal level, it will be used in Washington on our Summit Lobbying trip.  

Our second goal is to rejuvenate the Coastal Coalition which existed in the past.  This Coalition was made up of both our coastal 

House and Senate representatives.  

Our third goal is to develop both state and federal champions.  We all know why Louisiana, Florida and New Jersey are so su ccessful 

in obtaining coastal funding; they have champions going to battle for their states on the federal level.  You know that old saying it 

takes an “Act of Congress.”  Well my friends it really does “Take an Act of Congress” to secure Federal funding.  As chair of the 

Legislative Committee, I am in the process of setting up meetings with key members for our trip to Washington in March so that we 

can address our legislators in  mass. 

In working together we can achieve these goals and stabilize coastal funding in the State of Texas and finally obtain  some Federal 

funding.  So please gather your information, attend your Texas Chapter meetings, and come to Washington, D.C. for the ASBPA 

Summit from March 9-11, 2010 and we can all band together to achieve our goals.  

— Marie Horgan Garrett 
     President/CEO 
     Coastal Solutions Inc. 
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For more information on the Coastal Summit in-

cluding lodging, agendas, and registration visit: 

http://www.asbpa.org/conferences/sum_10.htm 



 Just For Fun... 
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Figures 9-12:  More Snap-
shots of the ASBPA 
Texas Chapter Meeting 
at Stingaree Restaurant 
on the Bolivar Peninsula, 
September 2009. 

Check out featured recipes from 

Stingaree at: 

http://www.stingaree.com/ 
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Corporate Sponsors 
 

c/o Jerry Mohn - President 

4210 Silver Reef - PBW #1 

Galveston, Texas  77554 

January 2010 

• January 15:  ASBPA Texas Chapter Meeting.  

Port Aransas, TX. 

March 2010 

• March 9-11:  ASBPA 2010 Coastal Summit.  

Washington, D.C. 

April 2010 

• April 16:  T BoPE P.E. Exam.  Various Loca-

tions 

• April 25-28:   COPRI Ports 2010--Building on 

the Past, Respecting the Future.  Jacksonville, 

FL. 

June 2010 

• June 30-July 5:  32nd International Conference on 

Coastal Engineering (ICCE).  Shanghai, China. 

November 2010 

• November 13-17:  Restore America’s Estuaries 

(RAE)--Preparing for Climate Change: Science, 

Practice, and Policy.  Galveston, TX 

December 2010 

• December 13-17:  American Geophysical Union 

(AGU).  San Francisco, CA. 

Upcoming Events 

Phone: (409) 737-5768 

Fax: (409) 737-5951 

E-mail: president@texasasbpa.org 

 

The American Shore & Beach Preservation Association recognizes 

that the shores, beaches and other coastal resources of America pro-

vide important quality-of-life assets within the reach of the largest 

possible number of people in accordance with the ideals of a democ-

ratic nation. This Association is dedicated to preserving, protecting 

and enhancing the beaches, shores and other coastal resources of 

America. 

The Texas Chapter of ASBPA is dedicated to fulfilling this mission in 

the State of Texas.  We are a member based advocacy organization.  

For more information on becoming a member, becoming a corporate 

sponsor, or becoming more active with the organization, please con-

tact Jerry Mohn at the address to the left. 

Please remember to visit our web-

site at www.texasasbpa.org for 

more frequent updates on coastal 

happenings and the Texas Chapter 

of ASBPA.  If you have information 

to submit for the website or news-

letter please contact Jerry Mohn.   

Visit us online at: 
www.texasasbpa.org 

BE HEARD, BE PUBLISHED! 

The TxASBPA )ewsletter staff challenge our readers to submit articles for publication. 

GUIDELI�ES: 

• 500 to 1000 word articles (pictures welcomed) 

• Word format (Garamond @ 10 font) 

• Ensure permission to publish is granted. 

Corporate Sponsorship costs 

$500  and  provides for 

recognition on Chapter website 

and all  publications & events. 

Coastal Solutions, Inc. 
www.coastalsolutions.com 


