
ASBPA Washington Summit Conference, 2010 

In my opinion, the recent ASBPA Summit Conference from March 9 through March 
11 was another success.  We met at a new location, the Reagan Center, which had 
Metro access and was a short distance from local hotels.  The Reagan Center also had 
wifi access as well as sufficient meeting rooms.  The meeting gave the Texas Chapter 
and other Texas areas an opportunity to make personal visits with elected officials and 
their aides. 

The ASBPA always designates one day as �Lobby Day� for members to meet their leg-
islators and discuss coastal issues.  Our group visited six legislators on that day, includ-
ing two members of the House of Representative.  Cameron Perry handled appoint-
ments with Senator Cornyn�s and Senator Hutchison�s aides, and Marie Garret handled 
visits with aides to the House of Representative, mainly with the Texas members of the 
Appropriations Committee, Congressman Chet Edwards, John Culberson, and John 
Carter, and a separate meeting with Ron Paul.  We did have a personal visit with Con-
gressman Chet Edwards, and it took place in the Capitol while he was in session.  We 
met in the Committee on Appropriations room and we got to ride the tunnel train from 
the Sam Rayburn Building to the Capitol. 

The Texas Chapter ASBPA Legislative Committee�s desire is to find a funding cham-
pion in Washington like Louisiana has with Senator Mary Landrieu.  Because of her 
tenacity and perseverance, she has obtained billions of dollars for coastal restoration 
projects in Louisiana, including a recent $1.5 billion for a surge suppression system in 
New Orleans.  She definitely has an impact in Washington.  For instance, President 
Obama formed the Louisiana-Mississippi Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Working 
Group.  The Working Group has spent the last six months engaging with the States, 
local governments, and the public and has developed a Roadmap for restoring Ecosys-
tem Resiliency and Sustainability in the Louisiana and Mississippi Coast.  Last year 
alone Congress appropriated $439 million for barrier island restoration and other eco-
system repair work along the Mississippi coast.   

Texas has been left out of funding for shoreline restoration projects in Washington not 
because we were neglected but because nothing was ever done to highlight the impor-
tance.  For the last five to 10 years, we (individually and through the ASBPA) have been 
working toward participating in overall funding programs 
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for ecosystem restoration.  We have to become not only engaged with the Texas coastal legislators in Washington but 
also with the Texas coastal caucus, which exists during the legislative session.  A meeting with the Texas Coastal Caucus 
will be a top agenda item during the upcoming 82nd Legislative Session. 

The ASBPA prepares a lobby card that can be used to discuss with the legislators and their aides coastal items of impor-
tance on a national basis.  Before we went to the conference, the Texas ASBPA Chapter Legislative Committee set out a 
request to all the coastal communities where the Texas delegation could be of assistance while in Washington.  In addi-
tion, Cameron Perry prepared a Texas ASBPA Chapter lobby card that we discussed with the legislators. 

 The key to any success in Washington is follow-up and we encourage all those that attended the conference to make 
contact with the people you met in Washington and to re-enforce your legislative agenda.  The Summit meetings in 
Washington have always been beneficial to the Chapter as well as to our members and we will continue to pursue each 
conference to press for the types of funds and projects for the Texas coastal areas. 

We are trying to make our needs known and any suggestions, participation, and recommendation would be welcome. 

�Jerry Mohn, President 
Texas Chapter of the ASBPA  

Message from Our President (Cont�d) 

Letter From the Editors 
Howdy, coastal community.  Welcome to the latest edition of The Strand Line, the Texas ASBPA newsletter.  There are a 
few things that I would like to discuss in this issue of the newsletter.  First and foremost, I want to thank the newsletter 
committee and contributing authors.  I greatly appreciate the work and effort everyone puts into publishing the newslet-
ter.  

Secondly, the intent of the newsletter is to provide relevant, interesting, and useful information to our community.  This 
is best accomplished when we have a variety of article contributions.  Specifically, we would like to incorporate more 
articles addressing technical issues, such as coastal policy/issues in Texas (and nationally), project specific issues, etc.  
The more articles that we have available, the better the information presented.  The point is that the newsletter is most 
beneficial when everyone contributes.  So, please consider this a formal request for submission of ideas/articles for pub-
lication in the newsletter.  Contact anyone of the committee members if there is something you are interested in contrib-
uting. 

On that note, this issue hosts articles from an entourage of contributors new to The Strand Line.  If you appreciate marsh 
habitats and love oysters on the half shell, you will enjoy reading about several upcoming events with the Galveston Bay 
Foundation and programs from the Harte Research Institute (HRI) for Gulf of Mexico Studies, an institute of Texas 
A&M University�Corpus Christi.  We even have a word from our national chapter, which leads us to give our very own 
Rhonda Cummins a big CONGRATULATIONS.  (You�ll have to read on to find out why.) 

Additionally, you will find an article in this issue from Science and the Sea�, a production of the University of Texas Ma-
rine Science Institute (UTMSI).  Science and the Sea� spreads awareness of the ocean environment through its website 
(http://www.scienceandthesea.org/), radio program, and print partners such as Texas Saltwater Fishing magazine and 
Port Aransas South Jetty newspaper.  And now, you can find them in The Strand Line. 

Again, thanks to all of our authors and we hope you enjoy! 

� The Editors 
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ASBPA Announces 2nd Annual Photography Contest Winners 
FORT MYERS, FL � The American Shore and Beach Preservation Association (ASBPA) has announced the winners of 
its second annual national photography contest. Tony Pratt, Delaware�s shoreline and waterway administrator, won the 
grand prize and the USA East Coast division with his photograph titled, �Cape Henlopen Sunrise.� 

The entire list of winners is as follows: 

• Grand Prize: Tony Pratt: Cape Henlopen Sunrise, Delaware 

• USA East Coast: Tony Pratt: Cape Henlopen Sunrise, Delaware 

• USA Gulf Coast: Rhonda Cummins: Surfside and San Luis Pass, Texas  

• USA Pacific Coast: Erica Harris: Sea Foam Run, Oregon 

The winner in each category will have his or her name and photograph printed in the Association�s national magazine, 
Shore & Beach. Pratt�s grand prize winning photograph will appear on the cover of the Winter 2010 issue of Shore & 
Beach, and he will receive a one-year annual membership renewal to ASBPA.   

Entrants were asked to submit photographs depicting the coastal zone in their area. Subject matter included beaches, 
bluffs, marinas, wetlands, marine life, recreational facilities, and engineered beach restoration projects. Photographs were 
judged by the editorial board of Shore and Beach. 

The purpose of the contest is to highlight the beauty of the natural and manmade wonders of America�s magnificent 
coasts. 

For more information and to see the photographs, visit www.asbpa.org. 

 

ABOUT ASBPA:   

Founded in 1926, the ASBPA promotes the integration of science, policies and actions that maintain, protect and enhance the coasts 
of America. For more information on ASBPA, go to www.asbpa.org, facebook or www.twitter.com/asbpa. 

From Left to Right:  Cape Henlopen Sun-
rise, Delaware (Grand Prize Winner Tony 
Pratt);  Surfside and San Luis Pass, Texas
(USA Gulf Coast Winner Rhonda Cum-
mins); Sea Foam Run, Oregon (USA Pacific 
Coast Winner Erica Harris) 
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Bay Gazer Photo Contest 
Webster � The Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) is 
pleased to announce the second annual Bay Gazer photo 
contest (Photo Contest) in conjunction with GBF�s an-
nual Bay Day event to be held on May 15th. GBF is call-
ing for students in grades 7 through 10 to explore Gal-
veston Bay with their camera and send in their best pho-
tos of bay vistas, wildlife, recreation, and other images 
that capture the beauty of Galveston Bay.   

There is no entry fee to participate in the photo contest. 
Participants are asked to submit one printed, color 5x7 
photo. All entries must be received at the GBF office no 
later than May 7th. Entries can be dropped off or mailed 
to the GBF office at 17330 Highway 3 in Webster, Texas 
77598.  

Finalist entries will be judged by the public at Bay Day, so 
finalists are encouraged to bring their families and friends 
to vote for their photos. Winners will receive a cash prize 
made possible by the photo contest sponsor, CenterPoint 
Energy, Inc.  

The GBF will host its 16th annual Bay Day at the Kemah 
Boardwalk on Saturday, May 15th from 11 am � 5 pm. 
The family event will feature live entertainment and inter-
active exhibits displayed in the plaza areas of the Board-
walk. Kids and adults both will have fun learning about 
the importance of the Bay by doing things ranging from 
touching and seeing crabs and baby alligators to learning 
about sea turtles to participating in a scavenger hunt. 

 

 

 

 

 

About Galveston Bay Foundation 

The mission of the Galveston Bay Foundation is to preserve, 
protect, and enhance the natural resources of the Galveston 
Bay estuarine system and its tributaries for present users and 
for posterity. The Foundation was incorporated in 1987, and is 
a non-profit organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code. GBF is located at 17330 Highway 3 in 
Webster, Texas. For further information contact GBF at 281-
332-3381 or visit the website at www.galvbay.org.  
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The Harte Research Institute for Gulf  of  Mexico Studies 

kicks off  an oyster shell recycling program to build new habi-

tat for young oysters 

By Debbie Lindsey-Opel & Dr. Jennifer Pollack 

In November 2009, the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies (HRI) at 
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi began a partnership with Water Street Restau-
rants and the Port of Corpus Christi to do what nature intended � use oyster shells to 
provide quality habitat for young oysters. 

The Oyster Shell Recycling program was formally launched at a media event on No-
vember 17, 2009 at Water Street Oyster Bar in downtown Corpus Christi, Texas. This innovative program recycles large 
quantities of shells from restaurants that are typically carted off to the landfill and puts them back where they are needed 
the most � on oyster reefs, where they provide hard structures for young oysters to attach and grow. 

�I am so excited about this project,� said Brad Lomax, owner of Water Street Restaurants, adding, �We will easily recycle 
60-70 tons annually or about the equivalent of 20 Shamu-sized Killer Whales, give or take a couple of tons. Not only do 
the young oysters win, but the landfills do as well.�  Since November 2009, the project has reclaimed approximately 
24,000 pounds of shell. 

An economic analysis will quantify the benefit of the project. As part of her master�s thesis, Assistant Director of HRI 
Gail Sutton will identify all of the economic activities and determine the net benefit. �We�ll take what we learn from this 
project and share it with key stakeholders to encourage them to take advantage of oyster shell recycling,� she said.  The 
benefit is already being recognized locally.  In February 2010, the project added a second restaurant partner, Blackbeard�s 
on the Beach. 

Once collected, the shells are transported to a storage location at the Port of Corpus Christi, where they are quarantined 
for at least 3 months.  The shells will continue to be stockpiled until a significant volume accumulates. The goal is to re-
place at least an acre of habitat. While the shells are in storage, the scientists are conducting studies to determine the best 
places to put them back in the water. Areas in Copano and Aransas Bays are being examined. 

The Oyster Recycling Program is funded by a Texas General Land Office Coastal Management Plan Grant. HRI's En-
dowed Chair for Ecosystem Studies and Modeling Dr. Paul Montagna and Pollack worked together to secure the fund-
ing and are directing the program. 

For more information on the Oyster Shell Recycling Project, visit oysterrecycling.org, which is being developed to in-
clude information on oyster shell recycling and project updates. 

Oyster Shell Recycling Program 



 Oyster Restoration Benefit Set For April 24th 

Webster - The Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) is hosting the first annual Oyster 
Restoration Benefit, which will be held on Saturday, April 24, 2010, at the 18th Street 
Pier Grill and Bar in San Leon. 

Oyster reefs are a vital part of Galveston Bay. They attract larger game fish by provid-
ing habitats for bottom-dwelling fish and invertebrates. Oysters also filter silt and con-
taminants from the water. A single oyster can filter 50 gallons of water per day! Gal-
veston Bay�s oyster reefs were hit particularly hard during Hurricane Ike. The storm 
deposited a layer of sediments and debris atop the bay bottom, smothering live oysters and destroying more than half of 
the oyster reef habitat in Galveston Bay. 

Since then, a number of efforts have been launched to restore Galveston Bay�s oyster reefs. GBF is building upon our 
past oyster reef restoration efforts in light of a greater need since Hurricane Ike. One of the ways is through involvement 
in a community-based effort that involves restoring oyster reefs on the western shoreline of Galveston Bay near Eagle 
Point. This effort continues, in part with federal grant funds raised by GBF through the Texas Coastal Management Pro-
gram. Like most federal funds, the availability of these oyster reef restoration project funds for Galveston Bay are contin-
gent upon GBF raising state or local dollars to �match� the federal dollars. 

GBF is asking for your help in raising the much needed funds to restore the oyster reefs of Galveston Bay by attending 
the first annual Oyster Restoration Benefit on Saturday, April 24, at the 18th Street Pier Grill and Bar in San Leon. 
Doors will open at 6 pm and guests will enjoy live music from Zentropy, Kicking Klouds, and Spiny Norman until 1 am. 
There will be a $10 cover charge at the door and food and raffle tickets will also be available for purchase. All the pro-
ceeds from these sales will go directly to support the oyster restoration projects. There will be a full bar to purchase 
drinks all night so come out to enjoy food, drinks, and live music. 

 

About Galveston Bay Foundation 

The mission of the Galveston Bay Foundation is to preserve, protect, and enhance the natural resources of the Galveston Bay estua-
rine system and its tributaries for present users and for posterity. The Foundation was incorporated in 1987, and is a non-profit or-
ganization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. GBF is located at 17330 Highway 3 in Webster, Texas. For further 
information contact GBF at 281-332-3381 or visit the website at www.galvbay.org. 
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Hope you plan to attend the next quarterly meeting for the Texas Chapter.  This will be our annual meeting and we will be voting on 
6 Board members whose terms are expiring.  We are looking for Board members from Kenedy, Orange, Jackson, Victoria, Refugio, 
and San Patricio counties.  If you know of someone who would be interested in becoming a member of the ASBPA (if not already) 
and serving on the Board to please let me know.  

The next Texas Chapter meeting will be in South Padre at the South Padre Island Birding & Nature Center, located at 6801 
Padre Blvd.  Please mark your calendars and plan to spend a long weekend.  We hope to see you in South Padre on April 30. 

  

�Jerry Mohn, President 

Texas Chapter of the ASBPA 

Board Members To Be Elected At TX ASBPA Meeting, April 30 



 Marsh Mania 
In 1999, the Galveston Bay Foundation (GBF) and project partners hosted the first ever "Marsh Bash" (now known as 
Marsh Mania) for Galveston Bay. This one-day event set a national record when 1,500 volunteers planted nearly 70,000 
stems of smooth cordgrass to create 14.5 acres of new habitat at eight (8) sites around the bay. Marsh Bash 1999 was a 
huge success and earned two awards�the Governor's Award for Environmental Excellence in the civic/nonprofit cate-
gory and the First Place Gulf Guardian Award in the civic/nonprofit category from the Gulf of Mexico Program.  
  
Marsh Mania is now the nationally-recognized, signature community-based marsh restoration and education event of the 
Galveston Bay area. The goal of Marsh Mania is to involve local citizens in hands-on marsh restoration activities while 
increasing their awareness and appreciation of wetland habitats and functions. In eleven years, Marsh Mania has involved 
more than 5,400 community volunteers in the restoration of roughly 132 acres of vital salt marsh habitat at 54 sites 
around Galveston Bay. In addition to the large annual Marsh Mania event, GBF also hosts smaller marsh grass planting 
events throughout the year for groups ranging from Scout troops to fishing clubs to corporate groups.  
   
Marsh Mania has many established partners around Galveston Bay, including local, state, and federal agencies, corporate 
and private groups, and other NGOs. Planning and implementation of the annual event involves a process of partner 
consultation, site selection and preparation, fundraising, logistical planning, wetland vegetation preparation, volunteer 
recruitment, education and outreach, publicity, and volunteer appreciation. Throughout its ten years, the event has 
evolved and remained successful by forging new, creative partnerships with a host of invaluable project supporters, local 
communities, and dedicated volunteers.  
  
This year, Marsh Mania will be held on May 1st and June 5th. There are multiple locations around the Bay where volun-
teers will work to restore marshes including sites on Galveston Island, at Virginia Point, at Sheldon Lake State Park 
and  Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge in East Bay.  If you would like more information about this year�s event or to 
register (registration required), please contact Julie Mintzer at jmintzer@galvbay.org or 281-332-3381 x207.  

THE S TR A ND L I NE  VOL UME 4,  I SSU E 2 

April 2010 

• April 16:  TBoPE P.E. Exam.  Various Locations 
• April 24:  Adopt-A-Beach Spring Cleanup.  Various Locations.  Visit www.glo.state.tx.us/adopt-a-beach/index.html for more information. 
• April 24:  Oyster Restoration Benefit.  Music, food, and fun all to benefit oyster restoration projects ($10 at the door).  18th Street Pier Grill and Bar 

in San Leon, TX.  Visit www.galvbay.org for more details. 
• April 25-28:  COPRI Ports 2010--Building on the Past, Respecting the Future.  Jacksonville, FL. 
• April 30:  Texas ASBPA Meeting.  South Padre Island Birding & Nature Center, South Padre, TX.  

May 2010 

• May 1:  Marsh Mania.  Visit www.galvbay.org to get involved! 
• May 15:  Bay Day�Family Fun Event.  Kemah Boardwalk, Kemah, TX 

June 2010 

• June 5:  Marsh Mania.  Visit www.galvbay.org to get involved. 
• June 30-July 5:  32nd International Conference on Coastal Engineering (ICCE).  Shanghai, China. 

July 2010 

• July 23:  Texas ASBPA Meeting.  Location to be announced. 

November 2010 

• November 13-17:  Restore America�s Estuaries (RAE)--Preparing for Climate Change: Science, Practice, and Policy.  Galveston, TX 

December 2010 

• December 13-17:  American Geophysical Union (AGU).  San Francisco, CA. 

Upcoming Events 



Corporate Sponsors 
 

c/o Jerry Mohn - President 
4210 Silver Reef - PBW #1 
Galveston, Texas  77554 

Phone: (409) 737-5768 
Fax: (409) 737-5951 

E-mail: president@texasasbpa.org 

 

The American Shore & Beach Preservation Association recognizes 

that the shores, beaches and other coastal resources of America pro-

vide important quality-of-life assets within the reach of the largest 

possible number of people in accordance with the ideals of a democ-

ratic nation. This Association is dedicated to preserving, protecting 

and enhancing the beaches, shores and other coastal resources of 

America. 

The Texas Chapter of ASBPA is dedicated to fulfilling this mission in 

the State of Texas.  We are a member based advocacy organization.  

For more information on becoming a member, becoming a corporate 

sponsor, or becoming more active with the organization, please con-

tact Jerry Mohn at the address to the left. 

Please remember to visit our web-

site at www.texasasbpa.org for 

more frequent updates on coastal 

happenings and the Texas Chapter 

of ASBPA.  If you have information 

to submit for the website or news-

letter please contact Jerry Mohn.   

Visit us online at: 
www.texasasbpa.org 

Corporate Sponsorship costs 
$500  and  provides for 

recognition on Chapter website 
and all publications & events. 

Coastal Solutions, Inc. 
www.coastalsolutions.com 

BE HEARD, BE PUBLISHED! 
The TxASBPA Newsletter staff challenge our readers to submit articles for publication. 

GUIDELINES: 

• 500 to 1000 word articles (pictures welcomed) 

• Word format (Garamond @ 10 font) 

• Ensure permission to publish is granted. 


