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TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH 

PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

QUARTERLY MEETING

Minutes

Meeting Date:  May 2, 2014

Meeting Location: Fajitaville Grille, North Beach, Corpus Christi

• Meeting called to order by Jerry Mohn at approximately 12:20.  Officers and board members 
in attendance were introduced and sponsors recognized. Elected and public officials at 
the meeting were also recognized, including representatives for Todd Hunter and Blake 
Farenthold. 

• Derek Herzog (Beach and Aquatics Superintendent for the City of Corpus Christi) also 
provided welcoming remarks and discussed the City’s approach to managing seaweed 
that washes up on the gulf beach. Mr. Herzog explained that managing seaweed is done 
on a location-specific and adaptive basis and there is no one solution that is best for 
everywhere. Beach managers from most of the municipalities along the Texas coast routinely 
communicate on beach cleaning practices.

• Technical Committee:  Paul Jensen introduced the technical presentations.

- Cameron Perry with HDR gave a presentation on the history of beach improvements 
at North Beach and described a current beach nourishment project being designed for 
GLO and the City of Corpus Christi.

- Cris Weber with Atkins described the Port Alto Beach Restoration and Conservation 
Project in Calhoun County which was administered through GLO. Cris was very 
complimentary of the construction contractor, Lester Contracting.

• Legislative Committee:  John Lee and Cameron Perry provided updates:

- It’s time to start thinking about the Texas Chapter’s next legislative agenda for the 
annual Coastal Summit in Washington D.C. We also need to develop our agenda for 
the upcoming State legislative session in Austin.

- Based on recent political challenges in Louisiana, Texas needs to be prepared for 
competing, non-coastal interests to attempt allocation of Restore Act funds for non-
coastal applications. We need to develop a strategy and/or increase awareness to help 
ensure the Restore Act funds are used for coastal projects as originally intended. This 
should include emphasizing the economic benefits of coastal projects.

• Newsletter:  Cris Weber and Jane McClure have been doing a great job preparing the 
Texas Chapter’s newsletters and continue to seek technical articles and other submissions 
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to include. They are considering increasing the publication cycle to quarterly, possibly to 
include a legislative focus in addition to the technical information.

• Discussion:  Jerry Mohn opened the meeting to general discussion on the potential benefits 
of establishing more collaboration between the Texas Chapter and the Galveston District of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Skip Davis pointed to the successful model in Florida 
(for FSBPA) and suggested a similar model in Texas between the Texas Chapter, GLO, and 
Galveston District. Matt Mahoney (with TxDot) offered support from TxDot. We might 
consider asking if the Galveston District would be willing to host one of our upcoming 
meetings.

• ASBPA Fall Conference:  Cameron Perry announced that abstracts for the upcoming ASBPA 
conference in Virginia Beach are due May 9, and that nominations are being sought for the 
student and the coastal scholarship awards. There will also be a student short course at the 
conference to include technical writing and transitioning to a professional career. Skip Davis 
was recognized for receipt of the Morrough P. O’Brien award, and Eleanor Taylor for the 
student award, at the 2013 ASBPA meeting in South Padre Island.

• Joe Moseley Memoriam:  The Texas Chapter will provide registration plus $500 for a student 
to attend the ASBPA conference.  A solicitation for nominations will be developed and 
distributed.

• Discussion:  Ellis Picket described ongoing challenges to the Texas Open Beaches Act, 
including the Brannan (Surfside) and Severance (Galveston) cases. He encouraged members 
to actively follow progress in these cases and understand the implications for public 
beach access. John Lee pointed out the loss of public beach maintenance services at West 
Galveston Island due to the Severance decision. 

• Meeting ended at approximately 1:45. Next meeting date/location is planned for late July or 
June in upper coast.
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