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The Texas Chapter of ASBPA held three meetings in 2016 throughout the central and up-

per coast areas in Port Aransas, Galveston, and Port Neches. The first meeting was held on 

April 1 in Port Aransas at the University of Texas Marine Science Institute and had 70  

attendees. This was our second symposium with the theme “Texas Shorelines –Bays to Beach-

es” and a field trip around the Port Aransas area and on North Padre Island was included.  The 

field trip provided participants an excellent opportunity to experience the diversity of the Texas 

coast as well as an informative field excursion on one of the best natural barrier islands in Tex-

as. Twenty-one (21) presentations throughout the day were delivered covering a wide range of 

topics, including the chemistry of oil spills, nearshore currents, and beach visitation benefit cal-

culations. ASBPA Executive Director, Derek Brockbank, attended the meeting, gave a presen-

tation, and participated in the field trip.  

The second meeting was held on August 5 on Galveston Island. Over the last two years we 

have partnered and collaborated with the US Army Corps’ Galveston District and tied this 

meeting in with their stakeholder meeting.  Close to 160 people were in attendance to hear 

presentations from the Galveston District of the US Army Corps of Engineers, from Texas 

A&M in Galveston, and from the Galveston Parks Board regarding a recently completed bene-

ficial use of dredge material project that consisted of building a new beach in front of the Gal-

veston Seawall. The US Army Corps’ Galveston District delivered an update for the Coastal 

Texas Protection and Restoration Feasibility Study. The purpose of this study is to develop and 

evaluate coastal storm damage risk reduction measures for coastal Texas residents, industries, 

and businesses which are critical to the nation’s economy. Texas A&M reviewed the “Ike 

Dike” surge protection system for the Houston/Galveston region, which is a coastal spine 

close to 60 miles long and 17 feet tall, with the purpose of achieving the greatest protection 

possible for communities, the economy, the environment, and especially the Houston Ship 

Channel. The Galveston Parks Board showed the ASBPA “Best Restored Beach” award for 

“Babe’s Beach,” (former State Senator) which placed more than 629,000 cubic yards of benefi-

cial dredge beach quality sand from the Houston Ship Channel on 4,900 feet of beach.  

The third meeting was held in Port Neches on December 9, which was 
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Winter 2017 

NEXT TEXAS CHAPTER  
MEETING(S) 

Date:  

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 
Time:  

 11:45 for luncheon 
 
Place:  

Scholz Garden Restaurant 
1607 San Jacinto Blvd 
Austin, Texas 78701 

 
Luncheon Sponsor:  

AECOM 
http://www.aecom.com/ 

(Continued page 8) 
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Two milestones were achieved in November for the ongoing implementation of the Salt Bayou Watershed  

Restoration Plan. The plan includes two significant elements along the Gulf of Mexico shore within the McFaddin 

National Wildlife Refuge in Jefferson County. 

The first is the construction of a continuous clay 

berm at an elevation of +6 feet located roughly 500 

feet landward of the Gulf shoreline. The intent of the 

berm is to prevent sea water intrusion into thousands 

of acres of intermediate marsh during high tides and 

minor storms. 

Historically, the marsh was able to recover from 

inundation occurring once every 5 to 10 years during 

major storms. More recently, due to relative sea level 

rise and ongoing shoreline retreat, especially after  

Hurricane Ike, inundation events have occurred  

multiple times per year. The resulting high salinities 

stress the marsh, leading to die-off, loss of organic soil 

and conversion to open water. 

Berm construction began in early 2015 and the 16+ mile feature was completed in November of 2016 by  

Apollo Environmental Strategies, Inc. The berm provided significant benefits even before it was completed, when 

the storm surge of Tropical Storm Bill in 2015 was prevented from reaching much of McFaddin NWR. A visible 

debris line along the berm was evidence of its effect. 

The second milestone was achieved with the issuance of a Corps of Engineers permit to Jefferson County to 

perform beach nourishment along 20 miles of Gulf Shoreline at McFaddin NWR. Beach nourishment is intended 

to reduce the ongoing shoreline retreat and  

protect the new clay berm from storm wave  

attack while also providing habitat, recreation, 

and protective benefits as part of a healthier Salt 

Bayou Watershed. The sand source is located 

about 1.5 miles offshore of McFaddin NWR 

and will be dredged and pumped ashore 

through a temporary pipeline. 

An initial two-mile demonstration project is 

funded and a dredging contractor has been  

procured. Construction is anticipated to begin 

in March, 2017. Funding for the remainder of 

the project is being pursued from a variety of 

sources.♦ 

 

Two Milestones Achieved in Jefferson County Coastal Protection 

Bill Worsham, LJA Engineering 

(Continued page 7) 

Continuous clay berm at the McFaddin NWR in Jefferson County 

Exposed clay fingers along the shoreline at the McFaddin NWR in Jefferson County 
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Construction of the largest-ever Texas beach nourishment project will commence along the Galveston Seawall 

in late December of 2016 or early January of 2017. The project will nourish the beach between 12th Street and the 

61st Street Groin with 1,000,000 cubic yards of sand, creating a wider beach for recreation and storm protection. 

Construction is anticipated to take 2 to 3 months and will be completed by Spring Break. The Texas General Land 

Office (TGLO) and the Galveston Park Board are partnering to fund and manage the project. HDR is the project 

engineer and Weeks Marine, Inc. was selected as the construction contractor. The construction cost is  

approximately $17,000,000. 

Sand for the beach nourishment will come from a borrow area adjacent to the Galveston Ship Channel near 

Apffel Park. The sand will be dredged using a 30-inch cutterhead dredge which will remove the material from the 

seafloor and transport it via pipeline to the beach. The pipeline will cross over the south jetty and travel offshore 

before coming onshore at the west end of Stewart Beach.  

From there the construction will proceed from east to west, and additional pipeline will be added as the beach is 

constructed. At its farthest point the pipeline will stretch approximately 8 miles, requiring a booster pump.  

Construction will occur round the clock until work is complete. This project will compliment the recent  

nourishment constructed to the west of 61st Street through a similar partnering effort between the TGLO, Park 

Board, and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.♦  

Galveston Seawall where 1,000,000 cubic yards of sand will be placed to nourish the beach 

Setting Records: Largest Beach Nourishment in Texas History 

Philip Blackmar, HDR Inc. 
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Howdy, coastal community. Welcome to the Win-

ter 2017 edition of The Strand Line. We want to thank 

our contributing authors for the service they provide 

to the community. We greatly appreciate the work and 

effort everyone puts into publishing the newsletter. 

We want all members to consider volunteering 

for one of the many committees that make the Texas 

Chapter of the ASBPA a valuable resource for every-

one. To find out what committees are available, read 

through the Meeting Agenda, look through the web-

site, read past editions of The Strand Line, and/or 

speak with any committee member or board member. 

As always, we want to encourage everyone to submit 

articles to the newsletter relating to your personal 

interests, professional projects, or general commentary 

regarding the coastal community.   

If you have ideas for an article, please submit 

them.  

Cris Weber, Communications Committee Chairman 
cris.weber@freese.com♦ 

Letter From the Editor 

BE HEARD, BE PUBLISHED! 

The TxASBPA Newsletter staff challenge our readers to submit 
articles for publication. 

GUIDELINES: 

 500 to 1000 word articles (pictures welcomed) 

 Word format (Garamond @ 11 font) 

 Ensure permission to publish is granted. 

COASTAL VOICE 
Babes Beach, Galveston, TX 

Galveston Island is a tourism-driven economy, 

with more than 6 million visitors a year to Galveston’s 

beaches. This project area — named in honor of a  

legendary figure in coastal Texas history, former State 

Senator A.R. “Babe” Schwartz, an early leader to pro-

tect the public’s right to access the beach — has been 

completely submerged since Hurricane Carla in 1961.  

This restoration project has provided (at a mini-

mum) 34 additional acres of coastal beach and dune 

habitat for native species, enhanced recreational op-

portunities for residents and visitors, and served to 

help grow the Galveston economy. This economic de-

velopment  is possible because the beach area west of 

61st Street is the last “undeveloped” area along Gal-

veston’s shoreline. Another benefit is the confidence 

this project has fostered in the island’s Sand Manage-

ment Plan.  

Previously, the area west of 61st Street was almost 

a forgotten area, with “common knowledge” saying 

restoration would not be possible due to the anticipat-

ed high cost. That was proven not to be true, and this 

project helps to set the stage for future restoration 

efforts along the length of the seawall to 103rd 

Street.  

Within the project area beach visitation, hotel 

occupancy, and parking along Seawall Blvd. have 

dramatically increased. This project is nationally sig-

nificant because it was the very first beach and dune 

habitat restoration project implemented on Galves-

ton’s Gulf shoreline utilizing Beneficial Use of 

Dredged Materials (BUDM). It also proved that a 

project does not have to contain multiple millions of 

cubic yards to be successful, and that with the right 

planning documents and local will (Continued page 7) 
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Texas ASBPA Chapter 2017 Texas State Legislative Agenda 
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Upcoming Events, 2015 & 2016 

The City of South Padre Island, Texas and PARTRAC, a UK based specialist Marine and Coastal Survey Con-

sultancy group have formalized a working partnership. Through successful grant awards they will combine their 

knowledge, resources and technical capabilities to improve understanding of coastal zone processes affecting beach 

morphology and sediment transport at South Padre Island. 

South Padre Island is a coastal barrier island on the southern Texas 

Gulf Coast and an important vacationing and tourist destination. Its 

beaches provide critical nesting grounds for the endangered Kemp’s 

Ridley Sea Turtle. In common with much of the US Gulf Coast 

shoreline, South Padre Island beaches are suffering from erosion and 

loss of beach material at significant rates every year. Beach nourish-

ment using sediment from nearby dredging projects supplied by the 

US Army Corps of Engineers - Galveston District - has helped re-

store and maintain the South Padre Island shoreline; however, the 

requirement to nourish the beaches is an ongoing process. 

Dr. Kevin Black, PARTRAC Co-President and Technical Director commented, “We are very pleased to be 

working alongside the City of South Padre Island. We anticipate that utilization of our unique dual signature particle 

tracking technology and other novel in-house technologies will provide South Padre Island with an updated picture 

of coastal zone processes that will enable better informed de-

cision making and facilitate a cost-effective approach to future 

beach and shoreline management.” 

For further information please contact Dr. Patrick Friend, 

PARTRAC Business Development Director Americas at 

pfriend@partrac.com, (281) 732-7961 or Brandon Hill, South 

Padre Island Shoreline Management Director at 

BHill@myspi.org, (956) 761-8166.♦ 

 

City of South Padre Island, TX and PARTRAC Partnership  
(City of South Padre Island and PARTRAC Press Release) 

 ASBPA Central East Coast Chapter Regional Environmental Permitting Workshop. January 10-11, 
2017. Wilmington, NC. 

 National Conference on Beach Preservation Technology. February 8-10, 2017. 

 ASBPA Coastal Summit. February 28-March 2, 2017. Washington, DC. 

 ASBPA National Coastal Conference. October 24-27, 2017. Fort Lauderdale-Broward County Conven-
tion Center. 
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Two Milestones Achieved in Jefferson County (cont’d) 

Partners in both projects include Jefferson County, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, McFaddin NWR, and the Tex-

as General Land Office. Funding sources have included Jefferson County appropriations, CIAP (Jefferson County 

and state allocations), state CEPRA, USFWS, GOMESA (Jefferson County allocation), and H. Ike disaster recovery 

funds. All partners also contributed in-kind labor, expertise, and administrative services. 

Special recognition is deserved by Jefferson County Judge Jeff Branick, who has been a strong advocate of the 

projects for many years. ♦ 

 

almost anything can be accomplished.  

“The restoration project clearly demonstrates that federal, state, and local agencies can come together to over-

come obstacles to build a beach that softens a hard structure and increases coastal resiliency,” said Weishar. 

Coastal Voice (cont’d) 

Are you a birder, avid surfer, expert angler, or champion sunbather? The Texas ASBPA Newsletter Committee 

wants to know why you love the Texas Coast, so get out your camera and share your favorite sights with us 

in the “Best Picture of Texas” section of The Strand Line! 

Guidelines for Submission:  

Please submit photos electronically to Cris Weber (cris.weber@freese.com). For each photo submission, 

provide the first and last name of the photographer, the location of the picture, and the date the picture 

was taken. To ensure that The Strand Line has permission to print, please only submit your own photography. 

We look forward to seeing your Texas Coast at its best! ♦ 

Texas Chapter ASBPA • Preservation Through Cooperation • http://www.texasasbpa.org  

Best Picture of Texas 
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Created in 2000, the Coasts, Oceans, Ports, and Rivers Institute (or COPRI) is a semi-autonomous institute of 

the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the country's oldest national engineering society.  COPRI's  

services are designed to complement ASCE's traditional civil engineering base, and attract non-engineering allied 

professionals who seek to enhance their professional and technical development. 

COPRI’s vision is to serve as a multidisciplinary and international leader in improving knowledge, education, 

development and the practice of civil engineering and other disciplines in the sustainable management of coastal, 

ocean, port, waterways, riverine and wetlands resources for the benefit of society. 

COPRI’s mission is to serve its membership and society by uniting the disciplines working to sustainably  

develop, protect and restore coasts, oceans, ports, waterways, rivers and, wetlands integrating the key stakeholders 

into decision making processes advancing technological state of art and practice and influencing public policy. 

The Houston/Texas chapter of COPRI was officially started earlier this year with a great mix of people from 

private industry, governmental organizations and academia who have a desire to expand engineering and scientific 

information in the Gulf Coast and greater Texas region.  Our goal is to provide a venue for those of us from the 

Houston and extended Texas area to share our knowledge and ideas related the COPRI vision and mission  

statements.♦  

ASBPA’s annual meeting with the election of board members and officers.  This meeting laid the groundwork for our 

State and Federal legislative agenda that we prepare for members to use as they visit their legislatures in Austin and 

Washington D.C.  An update was given on the Salt Bayou Watershed Restoration Project where a grant was awarded to 

Jefferson County by the Gulf Environmental Benefits Fund to construct two freshwater siphons that will restore fresh-

water flow to 18,000 acres of wetlands within the Salt Bayou Watershed, the largest contiguous estuarine marsh complex 

in Texas. The siphons will reconnect freshwater flows from north of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) to the 

fragile coastal wetlands to the south.  We also heard about the construction of approximately 20 miles of dune ridge and 

nourished beach face along the McFaddin National Wildlife Refuge shoreline, utilizing sediments from an offshore bor-

row area. The improvements plan to protect the sensitive wetlands within the Refuge and the Salt Bayou watershed from 

increasing seawater inundation, protect the Chenier beach ridge from further erosion and shoreline retreat, and, re-create 

lost dune/beach habitat.  

Our goal for 2017 is to have three meetings along the coast and one in the State Capital in Austin.  Every two years 

the Texas Legislature meets for a period of 5 months and the sessions are stressful and tense due to the large amounts of 

bills being filed and debated.  We are planning to have a meeting in March during the height of the legislative session. 

The Texas Chapter prepared a legislative agenda for members to use when visiting their legislators.   

In addition, we plan to have another Symposium, our third one, at the University of Texas Marine Science  

Institute in Port Aransas, in either April or May.  I must compliment four people on the symposiums who greatly con-

tribute and make them such a success.  They are Cris Weber from Freese & Nichols Engineering, who Chairs the Sym-

posium; Dr. Skip Davis who helps organize the meetings, field trips, and abstracts; John Lee from Coastal Strategies who 

helps direct the meetings; and, Jace Tunnel, Director, from the University of Texas Marine Science Institute, who makes 

certain everything runs smoothly at the university.  Thank you again for your support.♦ 

Jerry Mohn, President 

President 

Letter from the President (cont’d) 

Coasts, Oceans, Ports, and Rivers Institute (COPRI) 
By David Casebeer, ASCE CORPI Houston/Texas Chapter Co-Founder 
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BREAK OUT YOUR DIGITAL CAMERAS! It’s time to tap into your inner Picasso and find the picture 

that is worth a thousand words and share it with our friends that read The Strand Line. We would like to start in-

cluding pictures from our members in the newsletter of places and faces on our Texas Beaches. You may send your 

pictures via email to any of the newsletter committee members. We look forward to the individual perspectives that 

make our coastline beautiful and show our readers the diversity that makes our beaches special. Please enjoy these 

recently submitted photographs of the Texas coast. ♦ 

Texas Beaches & Waterways - Best Pictures of Texas 

South Padre Island National Seashore. Photographs by FNI. (April 2016) and Indianola-Magnolia-
Powderhorn Lake Complex (July 2016) 

Call for Abstracts—Texas Chapter of  ASBPA, Coastal Symposium 

The Coastal Symposium is plannd for April or May, 2017 at the University of  Texas Ma-

rine Science Institute, in Port Aransas, Texas. Details will be provided as they become available.  

One-page abstracts should be submitted by March 3rd, 2017, and must include the name 

of  author(s), affiliation(s), and email address of  lead author.  

Submit to: Cris.Weber@freese.com or Jace.Tunnel@austin.utexas.edu 

Technical and policy-oriented abstracts are invited for a broad range of  coastal issues relat-

ed to changes in coastal ecology, science, engineering, economics, and policy. Topic must be 

related to aims and goals of  ASBPA and must be about the Texas coast.♦  

Texas Chapter ASBPA, Symposium 2017 
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2017 ASBPA Coastal Summit 

“A New Commitment to Our Coast” 

February 28, 2017-March 2, 2017 

J.W. Marriott/ASAE Conference Center, Washington DC 

 

ASBPA is the nation’s first organization to promote science-based 

policies for the preservation of coastal areas. The Coastal Summit 

brings together local policy makers, coastal scientists and engineers, 

with federal policy makers to discuss and learn about critical and timely 

issues that impact coastal communities.  

Nominations are now open for the ASBPA Congressional awards, 

Congressional Staffer award and Corps award, to be presented on 

March 1st at the ASBPA awards reception held during the Coastal 

Summit in Washington, DC, on Feb 28-March 2. The deadline is January 4, 2017. 

Congressional awards include “Coastal Advocate” - ASBPA’s highest award, a lifetime achievement 

award—and “Friend of he Coast,” for shorter term or more project-specific contributions. Any ASBPA mem-

ber may nominate one or more Members of Congress for the awards. 

The Corps award honors a member of the Corps of Engineers who contributed to the cause of beach 

management and preservation. For the most part these are people from the districts who make projects hap-

pen. 

The Congresional Staffer award will be given to a single staff member for his or her efforts both to pro-

mote beach preservation and to facilitate project requests in the psat legislative session. 

The Agency award will be given to a single staff member for his or her efforts to promote beach preserva-

tion. 

And the Friend of the Coast Media award will be given to a media outlet fo exceptional coverage of coastal 

news. 

Nominations are due at the ASBPA offices no later than January 4, 2017 and may be e-mailed to 

awards@asbpa.org. The nominator will need to be in attendance to present the award. For questions, e-mail us 

at managing@asbpa.org.♦ 

ASBPA Coastal Summit— Washington, D.C.  
By the American Shore and Beach Association 

Contact: 

Derek Brockbank, Exeuctive Director at (202) 827-4246 or Derek.Brockbank@asbpa.org 

Kate & Ken Gooderham, Managing Directors at (239) 489-2616 or managing@asbpa.org 

Online: www.asbpa.org 

Online registration open 

 

Join us for three days of policy, technology, and advocacy in Washington, DC. Information and program available at 
www.asbpa.org. Draft program available on January 5, 2017. 
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Galveston has a long and storied history that many 

Texans are probably familiar with. Since its founding in 

1839, Galveston’s citizens and their leaders have always 

thought about the future of the City and did what needed to 

be done in order to further its prosperity, whether it be the 

construction of the seawall or the unfathomable  

effort to elevate an entire 500-block city in response to the 

“Great Storm of 1900”.  

This visionary leadership continues. In the 1990s, 

Galveston’s leaders recognized that the beach,  

Galveston’s economic engine, needed to be nourished by placing beach-quality sand along the coast on a regular 

basis in order to protect this important asset. Until then, this feat had not been done along the Texas Coast but had 

been routine in other states for decades. To accomplish this goal, the city began pursuing the necessary  

environmental permits while developing local support to pay for the project which required that the voters approval 

of an additional sales tax.  

After more than twenty years, the beach along Gal-

veston’s seawall is being nourished with an estimat-

ed  

1 million cubic yards of beach-quality sand dredged 

from a borrow site adjacent to the Galveston Ship 

Channel. The project, which will widen a four-mile 

stretch of beaches by 125 to 150 feet, is expected to 

be complete by spring 2017. 

This project will mark the third sand nourishment 

project to be undertaken in Galveston in recent months. In May 2015, more than a half-mile of beach was added 

west of the Seawall at Dellanera RV Park. In November 2015, a second project added more than 15 blocks of 

brand new beach along the Seawall west of 61st Street. Both projects were recognized as ASBPA’s Best Restored 

Beaches in 2015 and 2016. 

When combined, the three projects represent a $44 million investment in the Galveston coastline. These 

projects are all a result of the Galveston Island’s Sand Management Plan which was developed in 2014 with local 

stakeholders and the USACE. The study outlines quantities of sand needed in various areas to address the ongoing 

Leadership & Resiliency in Galveston 
Reuben Trevino, Galveston Park Board of Trustees 

Dellanera RV Park in Galveston, TX 

Galveston Sea Wall 



Corporate Sponsors 

c/o Jerry Mohn - President 

4210 Silver Reef - PBW #1 

Galveston, Texas 77554 

Phone: (409) 737-5768 

Fax: (409) 737-5951 

E-mail: president@texasasbpa.org 

The American Shore & Beach Preservation Association recognizes 

that the shores, beaches and other coastal resources of America pro-

vide important quality-of-life assets within the reach of the largest 

possible number of people in accordance with the ideals of a demo-

cratic nation. This Association is dedicated to preserving, protecting 

and enhancing the beaches, shores and other coastal resources of 

America. 

The Texas Chapter of ASBPA is dedicated to fulfilling this mission in 

the State of Texas. We are a member based advocacy organization. 

For more information on becoming a member, becoming a corporate 

sponsor, or becoming more active with the organization, please con-

tact Jerry Mohn at the address to the left. 

Please remember to visit our web-

site at www.texasasbpa.org for 

more frequent updates on coastal 

happenings and the Texas Chapter 

of ASBPA. If you have information 

to submit for the website or news-

letter please contact Jerry Mohn.  

Visit us online at: 
www.texasasbpa.org 

Corporate Sponsorship costs 

$500 and provides for recognition 

on Chapter website and all 

publications & events. 
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Coastal Solutions, Inc. 


