
Page 1 of 4

TEXAS CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH 
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

August 5, 2016 Meeting

Minutes

Meeting Location: San Luis Spa & Resort Hotel, Galveston, Texas

            Meeting called to order by Jerry Mohn at approximately 12:15. Board members in attendance
            were introduced and sponsors recognized with a continuous Power Point loop. Elected and public   
            officials at the meeting were also recognized including:

¾ City of Galveston Mayor Jim Yarbrough 
¾ City of Galveston City Council Dr. Craig Brown
¾ City of Galveston City Council Carolyn Sunseri
¾ Galveston County Judge Barbara Roberts
¾ Galveston County Constable Jimmy Fullen

x Jerry Mohn recognized the sponsors for the luncheon including:

                            Atkins Engineering:  http://www.atkinsglobal.com/
Atkins is one of the world's most respected design, engineering and project management 
consultancies, we have a responsibility to help move the world forward, one step at a time. We 
care about it; we want it to be a place where everyone is considered, and where lives are enriched 
through the implementation of our ideas. We have the breadth and depth of expertise, the intellect 
and the drive to make such a future happen; not only because we can, but because we must.

                            Callan Marine: http://www.callanmarineltd.com/
1. Callan Marine is finishing up on a new build cutter suction dredge, 16”, very high horsepower.
2. Callan Marine currently has 2 reef project in progress for Texas Parks and Wildlife 

a. 2,900 Artificial Reef Pyramids to be deployed into 3 reefing sites, offshore at Freeport, 
Matagorda, and Port O’Connor.  Work to be completed in the fall of 2016.

b. Ship to be reefed offshore of Galveston in approximately September 2016.

Lloyd Engineering: http://lloydeng.com/ 
            Lloyd Engineering, Inc. (LEI), a Texas-based corporation, provides engineering and consulting 
            services to private and public industries. These services include proposed site investigation and 
            evaluations, conceptual plans, feasibility studies, environmental studies and permitting, opinion of
            construction cost estimates, preliminary designs and final designs for construction. As a final            
            service we provide project management to ensure timely and professional completion of our 
            design recommendations.

Mott MacDonald Engineering: www.mottmac.com/ 
            Mott MacDonald is a global engineering, management, and development firm with a century of 
            worldwide experience and strong technical specializations in coastal, marine, ports, marine 
            structures, and waterfront infrastructure.  Mott MacDonald has won more than 550 international 
            awards since 2007, and was named Global Consultant of the Decade in 2013 by New Civil 
            Engineer and the Association for Consultancy & Engineering.  In addition to 2,300 staff and 62 
            offices in North America, we have access to the resources of an additional 14,000 staff worldwide 
            and have executed more than 50 coastal projects in Texas alone.         
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x Galveston Mayor Honorable Jim Yarborough provided welcoming remarks.

                                                                             Presentations

x Colonel Lars Zetterstrom: Commander of the Galveston District USACE and gave an update of 
the District’s plans, programs, and projects. The Colonel has looked at the American Shore & 
Beach Preservation website and appreciated the efforts in what they were doing for WRDA and 
to have Congress to support and pass it. The Galveston District responsibilities includes:
¾ 50,000 square mile district boundary
¾ 1,000+ miles of channels (750 miles shallow draft, 270 miles of deep draft)
¾ 700 miles of coastline
¾ 311 full time employees
¾ 28 ports (15 deep draft, 13 shallow draft)
¾ 16 congressional districts
¾ 48 Texas counties /18 Coastal counties
¾ 9 watersheds
¾ 2 Louisiana parishes

    Every year, the Galveston District dredges millions of cubic yards of material in order to 
    maintain the waterways in coastal Texas. And every year the Corp looks for ways to use that 
    material beneficially for a variety of reasons including to improve habitat, reduce erosion in 
    some areas, or place it on beaches to support local benefits. By using the material beneficially, it 
    also reduces the amount of material that are placed in our dredged material placement areas. The  
    beneficial use program of dredge material is large in Texas with 1,915,000 cubic yards. The 
    Colonel had a slide that showed the areas benefiting with dredge material that included:

¾ Roll-over Pass (~1YR)…….…150,000 CY
¾ Galveston (~2 Yrs)………..… 629,000 CY 
¾ Pierce Marsh (GIWW, ~3YR).150,000 CY 
¾ Sargent Beach (~3YR)……..... 65,000 CY
¾ Sundown Island (~1YR)………50,000 CY
¾ South Padre Is (~1-2YR)…….700,000 CY

           The Corps of Engineers is a leader in developing and executing large scale programs and projects 
           that increase resiliency and reduce risks from hurricanes and storm surge in Coastal Texas. The 
           Colonel talked about how they have been able to leverage there understanding of sediment 
           transport to maximize beneficial use opportunities. This has allowed them to place sand on 
           beaches, reduce shoaling in habitual areas. Much of this is through there partnerships, and as an 
           example we’ve been working with General Land Office and the Galveston Parks Board of Trustees 
           board to put sand back on beaches

x Sheri Willey, P.E. USACE Galveston District Project Management, gave the Coastal Texas 
Protection and Restoration Feasibility Study Update. Texas coast is divided into 4 regions and the 
purpose is to develop and evaluate coastal storm damage risk reduction measures for coastal 
Texas residents, industries and businesses which are critical to the nation’s economy. In addition, 
increase the net quantity and quality of coastal ecosystem resources by maintaining, protecting, 
and restoring coastal Texas ecosystems and fish and wildlife habitat. The study begins with a 
scoping process, then an evaluation of alternatives formulation, then issuing a draft report, 
followed by a recommended plan and then the final report. 
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The study received exemption approval (October 2015) from the Corps 3x3x3 study process with 
Congressional/Office of Management and Budget notification. Study cost is $19.8 million to be 
finished in 5.5 years and the Non-Federal Sponsor is the Texas General Land Office.

                   Fiscal Year    Total Funding ($)     Federal Funding ($)     Non- Federal Funding ($)
                         2016                 2,506,000                      1,253,000                         1,253,000
                         2017                 3,650,000                      1,825,000                         1,825,000
                         2018                 3,950,000                      2,175,000**                     1,775,000
                         2019                 5,350,000                      2,675,000                         2,675,000
                         2020                 4,244,000                      2,122,000                         2,122,000
                         2021                    100,000                           50,000                              50,000
                                                _________                     _________                        ________
                       Total                 19,800,000                    10,100,000                         9,700,000

They will look at overall constraints in order to avoid or minimize impacts:
¾ To threatened and endangered species and protected species
¾ To critical habitat (e.g. Essential Fish Habitat)
¾ To commercial fisheries
¾ That affect the ability of authorized navigation projects to continue to fulfill their purpose
¾ That induce flooding

x Ret. Colonel Len Waterworth: Executive Professor, Department of Maritime administration at 
Texas A&M Galveston reported on a coastal spine (“Ike Dike”) system for the Houston 
Galveston region.  Stressed that we are at a “tipping point” because when in 2008 Hurricane Ike 
crossed over Galveston Island and created over $30B of damage to the region.  The attention of 
the Nation was lost the very next week when the financial crisis propelled the United States into 
what has become known as the Great Recession. Shortly after Dr. Bill Merrell proposed the “Ike 
Dike”, a coastal spine close to 60 miles long and 17 feet tall, in an effort to achieve the greatest 
protection possible for communities, the economy, and environment.  The concept of the “Ike 
Dike” was based on Dr. Merrell's, years of experience on an assessment of the best practices in 
the world.  After 8 years of effort the academic community, with-out the aid of the Federal 
government, has consolidated on the concept of the Coastal Spine as the most effective way to 
protect the investments that have been made in the Region, especially the Houston Ship Channel, 
as you heard earlier, the Corps of Engineers in partnership and the General Land Office has 
developed a partnership to conduct a study to determine if there is a Federal interest for projects 
along the Texas Coast Line.  This Coastal Study should be complete by 2021 and a project maybe 
identified in the Federal interest for the Houston-Galveston Region, THEN the process can start 
to find funding to build the coastal spine.

The Colonel advised we are at a tipping point and on a path forward, but is it fast enough to 
protect our homes, our business and environment? The issue is that we are in the longest 
Hurricane drought in history.  In October of this year the Gulf will surpass 4000 days without a 
major hurricane.  We usually see a major hurricane (CAT 3 or above) every 14 years. Ike in 2008 
was unique, only a Category 2 storm for wind but Category 4 for surge.  Ike only left a $30B 
wake of destruction to our region.
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x Kelly de Schaun: Executive Director of the Galveston Parks Board of Trustees, presented the
             recently completed beach from 61st to 75th street and named in honor of former State Senator and 
             Galveston native “Babe” Schwartz.  This was a use of beneficial use of dredged material from the 
             Houston Ship Channel. Significant information of the project includes: 

¾ 4,900 Feet of beach constructed, spanning from 61st to 75th

¾ 350’ wide disposal area 641,000 CY of available “Before Dredging” material 
¾ 629,188 CY of actual material placed on beach 
¾ $7,843,392.80 total contract costs to partners 
¾ $12.50 CY unit costs 

             
             Other area discussed:

9 Discussed the Sand Management Plan that was developed by Engineering Research 
& Development Center in Vicksburg, MS, that had six reach areas along the 
Galveston Seawall for projects.

9 Spoke about the beach user fees and hotel occupancy taxes that benefit tourism and 
beach maintenance.

9 Reviewed the funds spent since 1994 on maintenance and nourishment of the 
Galveston beaches through 2016, approximately $40 million including the recent 
approved $18.5 million of funds provided by the City, FEMA, and the GLO for sand 
nourishment project to begin in October this year from 12th to 61st Streets in front of 
the Seawall.

x ASBPA Fall Conference:  Cameron Perry, Board Member, advised the ASBPA Fall Conference 
will be in Long Branch, New Jersey, from October 25-28, 2016, and the theme is “lightening the 
Way for the Coastal Future”.  This is the city where the American Shore & Beach Preservation 
Association was formed 90 years ago.  See www.asbpa.org for information

x Next Texas Chapter Meeting:  Friday, December 9, 2016, location to be determined.

x Adjournment 2:10 PM


